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Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffiuton, Casey, 
Chamberlin, Clark, Clements 
Dawes, Delano, Diven, Duell, Edgerton, Rdwards, Fessen- 


den, Fisher, Frank, Gooch, Granger, Haight, Hanchett, | 
Hickman, Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, Keliey, Francis W. | 
Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kerrigau, Lehman, Loomis, | 


Lovejoy, McKnight, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Nixon, 
Olin, Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, 


Potter, Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Riddle, | 

Sargent, Sedgwick, Shanks, Sioan, | 
Smith, Spaulding. John B. Steele, ‘Trimble, ‘Trowbridge, | 
Van Horn, Van Vatkenburgh, Verree, Voorhees, Whaley, | 


Fdward Hi. Rollins 


Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—74, 


NAYS—Messrs. Ancona, Baily, Baxter, George H. | 


Browne, Calvert, Cobb, Frederick A. Conkling, Corning, 
Dunlap, English, Grider, Harding, Harrison, Holman, Hor- 
ton, Jolson, Knapp, Law, Lazear, McPherson, Maynard, 
Menzies, Justin 8. Morrill, Noble, Norton, Perry, Robinson, 
Segar, Shetlield, Shiel, William G. Steele, Vallandigham, 


Wadsworth, Walton, Webster, Chilton A. White, and | 


Wickliffe—37. 
So the bill was passed. 
During the vote, 


Mr. BUFFINTON stated that Mr. Exror was || 


absent in consequence of sickness in his family, 
and had paired with Mr. Hatt. 


The committee also reported in favor of amend- || 


ing the title, soas to make it read, ‘* An act to al- 
low the State of California an additional member 
in the Thirty-Seventh Congress.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to, 

The title, as amended, was passed. 

Mr. HICKMAN moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved to | 


lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONSULAR JUDICIAL POWERS. 


Mr. HICKMAN, from the Committee on the | 


Judiciary, reported a bill to amend the act of Con- 


gress approved 224June, 1860, entitled ** An act | 


to carry into effect provisions of the treaties be- 
tween the United States, China, Japan, Siam, 
Persia, and other countries, giving certain judicial 
powers to ministers and consuls or other func- 


tionaries of the United States in those countries, | 
and for other purposes;”’ which was read a first | 


and second time. 
The bill was read. The first section provides 


that whenever the laws of the country and the | 


treaties of the United States may permit, the con- 


suls and commercial agents of the United States | 
on the coast of Africa shall have power to enter- | 
tain and decide upon any causes of libels of ves- | 
sels which may be seized for being concerned in | 


the slave trade, in the same manner and to the 
same extent as such power is now vested in the 
courts of the United States. The remaining sec- 


tions of the bill give detailed instructions for the | 


proceedings of such consuls and commercial 
agents when so acting in their judicial capacity. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Massacliusetis. Has that 
bill been printed? 
Mr. HICKMAN. Ithasnot. Task, however, 


that the following letter from the Secretary of 
State be read. 


The Clerk read, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF StaTeE, 
Wasuineron, February 11, 1862. 

Str: It has been represented to this Department that the 
policy of this Government for the suppression of the Afri- 
can slave trade, as contained in the several acts of Congress 
on thatsubject, could be much more efficiently and promptly 
carried out, if we had courts on the coast of Africa, com- 
petent to decide upon the delinquency of a vessel charged 
with that nefarious pursuit. That coast is so remote from 
the United States that the hazards and other circumstances 
attending a voyage hither, in a captured vessel, not unfre- 
quently, it is believed, deter a capture, ind delinquents are 
thereby allowed to escape. With a view to remedy this 
evil, I have prepared a short bill, which is herewith sub- 
mitted, clothing the consuls and commercial agents of the 
United States on the African coast with admiralty jurisdic- 
tion in cases of captures under the acts relative to the slave 
trade. This jurisdiction, however, is sed to be ex- 
ercised in such places only as it may be permitted by the 
local laws, and is to be restricted to proceedings in rem 
against the vessel itself. The persous found on board, 
charged as offenders, are to be sent tothe United States to 
be tried in the courts of this country. . . 

The candid and prompt consideration of the subject by 
= Pgmewrpe. is deemed highly desirable for the humane 

hn view. 


hav obedien’ 
Perera Nes Mite WILLIAM a SEWARD. 


Hon. Jonny Hickman, Chairman of the on the 
Judiciary, House of ‘i 


, 1 thes 


Colfax, Covode, Cutler, | 











| of the Committee on the Judiciary: the Consti- 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I ask now 
that section one of article three of the Constitution 
may be read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


« The judicial power of the United States shall be vested 
in the Supreme Court, and in such inferior courts as the 
Congress may trom time to time ordain and establish. The 
judges, both of the supreme and inferior courts, shall hold 
their offices during good behavior, and shall, at stated 
times, reccive for their services a compensation, which 
shall not be diminished during their continuance in office.” 


Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. Now, sir, 
[ desire to propound this question to the chairman 


tution, having provided that the judicial Rows! of 
the United States shall be vested in a Supreme 


| Court and in such inferior courts as Congress may | 


from time to time establish, and having also pro- 
vided that the tenure of office of these judges shall 
be during good behavior, I submit the question 
whether it is practicable or wise to vest in a con- 
sul, appointed and holding office during the pleas- 
ure of the President, and having otherwise no ju- 
dicial functions, the judicial power of the United 
States to hold a court of admiralty, and make final 
decisions in admiralty? 
Mr. HICKMAN. | donot think the objection | 
of my colleague on the Judiciary Committee is 
well founded. I donot believe, in the first place, | 
that this is constituting a court; and in the second | 
place, if it were, this Congress has power to con- | 
stitute a court which may give jadicial powers to | 
any individual in the country. By act.of Con- 
gress we may constitute any individual a court to 
thatextent. But, sir, this bill merely authorizes 
consuls to proceed against these vessels. If my 
recollection is right, this is not an anomalous pro- 
ceeding upon the part of Congress, for I believe 
that our consul at Constantinople, and perhaps 
our consuls in other places, have powers conferred 


upon them similar to those proposed to be con- | 
ferred by this bill. There area great many pre- | 


cedents for the action proposed by the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and if we choose to make a 
consul of the United States a judge of a court, 
there is no constitutional objection toit. I de- 
mand the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the bill was ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was | 
accordingly read the third time, 

On a division on the passage of the bill, there | 
were—ayes 50, noes 40. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. There is no quorum 


voting. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will make a 
quorum. 

Mr. CALVERT demanded the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 63, nays 45; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Ashley, Baily, Baxter, Samuel 
8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Casey, Chamberlin, Clark, Col- 
fax, Frederick A. Conkling, Covode, Cutler, Duell, Dunn, 
Edgerton, Ely, Fessenden, Fisher, Frank, Goodwin, Gran- 
ger, Gurley, Hanchett, Hickman, Horton, Hutchins, Julian, 
Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lansing, Loomis, 
Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, Anson P. Mor- 
rill, Justin S. Morrill, Nixon, Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, 
Sedgwick, Shanks, Sioan, Stevens, Stratton, Trowbridge, 
Van Horh, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Walton, Washburuc, 
Albert 8. White, Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—63. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Ancona, Biddle, Jacob B. Biair, 
George H. Browne, Calvert, Cobb, Roscoe Conkling, Corn- 
ing, Delano, Dunlap, English, Gooch, Haight, Harding, 
Harrison, Johnson, Kerrigan, Knapp, Law, Leary, Leh- 
man, Maynard, Noble, Noell, Norton, Odell, Pendleton, 
Ferry, Richardson, Robinson, Segar, Sheffield, Smith, John 
B. Steele, William G. Steele, Benjamin F; Thomas, Train, 


| and | have been unable to see a copy of it, 








Trimble, Vallandigham, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Webster, 


So the bill was passed. 
During the vote, 


Chilton A. White, and Wickliffe—45. | 


Me. LOGG, of Illinois, stated that his col- | 


league, Mr. Anwo.p, was detained at home by | 


the illness of a friend. | 


e vote was announced as above recorded. 








by which the bill.was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
rolled Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled Senate bill No. 187, to reduce 
the expenses of the survey and sale of the public 
lands in the United States; when the Speaker 
signed the same. 


JUDICLAL DISTRICTS IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


Mr. HICKMAN, from. the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported back House bill No. 1, to 
divide the State of Pennsylvania into three judi- 
cial districts, and to establish a district court, to 
be holden in the city of Erie, with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass; and demanded the pre- 
vious question, r 

The bill wes read. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Has this bill been printed? 

Mr. HICKMAN. [understand that it has been 

rinted, 

Mr. HOLMAN. I understand that it has not 
been printed. 

Mr. OLIN. What is the necessity of going to 
the expense of printing a bill of this character? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is it in order to move. that 
the bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Not during the pending of 
the demand for the previous question, 

Mr. JOHNSON. [ask my colleague to yield 
the floor to me for amoment to make aninquiry. 
Mr. HICKMAN. | yield to my colleague. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The bill is not upon my file, 

ree 
not get a copy of it in the document-room. Lask 
my colleague, therefore, whether this bill makes 


| a change in the existing districts, except as it 
| takes from them to make yp this new district? 


Mr. HICKMAN. Itmakes nochange except 
that, and it will create no additional expense. it 
simply authorizes a court to be holden in the city 
of Erie, where there is more business for a court 
than there is at Pittsburg. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Does it increase the expenses 
of the Government? 

Mr. HICKMAN. It does not inerease ‘the 


|| number of judges, but it simply authorizes the 


district court to be holden at Erie, upon the lake, 
where there is more business fora court than there 
is at Pittsburg itself. lt does’ not increase ‘the 
expenses to any material extent. iu 

Mr.COX. Lask the gentleman‘from Pennsyl- 
vania not to demand the previous question until 
Ihave an opportunity to move an amendment, 
which is desired by the judges and lawyers of the 
State of Ohio. It has been favorably considered 
by a previous Congress. It does notinerease the 
number of judges, and it does not increase the 
salaries of the present judges. I only want to 
provide for the holding of a court im northern 
Ohio at Toledo, and in southern Ohio at Colum= 
bus. The court is now held at Cleveland and 
Cincinnati. There is no objection to the propo- 
sition, 

Mr. HICKMAN, I would like to accommo- 
date the gentleman from Ohio, but I think that hie 
amendment would be out of place in this bill. It 
would be more in place on bills to be hereafter re- 
ported from the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. COX. I have been waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to get this proposition before the House, 

Mr. HICKMAN. I yield to the gentleman to 
offer his amendment. 2, 

Mr.COX. I move the following as an additional 
section: 


Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That.a session of the 
district court for the northern district of Ohio be held once 
a year, at such time as the district judge may fix, and after 
such publication as be may think proper to give, at the city 
of Toledo; and that a similar session of the district court 
for the southern district of Oliio be held, after like publiea- 
tion, at the eity of Columbus, once a year, 


Mr. HICKMAN renewed the demand for the 


Mr. HICKMAN moved to reconsider the vote || previous question. 
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The previous question was seconded, and the 
Main question or ered. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Is it in order to move the 
reference of the bill and amendment to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, as the main ques- 
tion has been ordered 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Hasthe morning hour 
expired ? 

he SPEAKER. It has, but the main ques- 
tion has been ordered on this bill. 

The amendment was rejected; there being, ona 
divisioN—ayes 18, noes 50, 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Me. HICKMAN moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


EXTRA COPIES OF PRESIDENTS MESSAGE. 
Mr. WALTON. 


I rise to a privileged ques- 


to report the following resolution: 

Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the Presi- 
dent’s message of May 27, 1862, 0n the meansand agencies 
forthe protection of the Government, be printed for the use 
of the House. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
AGRICULTURAL BUREAU BILL, ETC. 


Mr. WALTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That five thousand extra copies of the act to 
establish a Department of Agriculture, together with the 
report of the Committee on Agriculture thereon, be printed 
for the use of the House. 


ANNALS OF CONGRESS. 


Mr. WALTON. [am directed by the Com- 
mittee on Printing to report back the following 
resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be directed to procure from the publishers, for the use of the 
House library, at a cost not exceeding what has heretofore 
been paid for the said work, one hundred copies or sets of 
the Anais of Congress and Register of Debates, and pay 
for the same out of the contingent fund of the House: Pro- 
vided, That the copies or sets remaining in the hands of the 
proprietors after the execution of this resolution shall not 
be sola or disposed of until they have been offered to Con- 
gress. 


Mr. Speaker, it is proper to state that the gen- 
tleman from New York, a member of the commit- 
tee, agreed to report the resolution only on the 
understanding that he should not be considered 
as recommending its passage. I do not propose 
to restate the facts, which are aeaslens in the 
report of the committee. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

On a division, there were—ayes 48, noes 56. 

Mr. HICKMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 56, nays 64; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Baker, Francis P. Blair, Samuel S. Blair, 
George H. Browne, Bufinton, Chamberlin, Clark, Cobb, 
Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Corning, 
Cutler, Dawes, Diven, Edgerton, Edwards, English, Fessen- 
den, Frank, Granger, Hanchett, Hiekman, Hutchins, Julian, 
Keliey, Francis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kerrigan, 
Knapp, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, Mitchell, 
Anson P. Morrill, Odell, Olin, Patton, Pike, Porter, Jobn 
H. Rice, Robinson, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, 
Shanks, John B, Steele, William G. Steele, Trimble, T'row- 
bridge, Vaw Valkenburgh, Verree, Wilson, Windom, and 
Woodrufl—56. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Ancona, Baily, Baxter, 
Beainan, Biddle, Jacob B. Blair, Blake, William G. Brown, 
Calvert, Casey, Clements, Cox, Crittenden, Delano, Duell, 
Dualap, Pann, Ely, Fisher, Gouch, Grider, Haight, Harding, 
Harrison, Horton Law, Le McPherson, Mallory, May- 
nard, Menzies. Moorhead, N Noell, Nugen, Pendleton, 
Perry, John 8. Phelps, Timothy é. Phelps, Pomeroy, Price, 
Alexander H. Rice, Richardson, Riddle James 8. Rollins, 
Segar, Sheffield, Sioan, Stevens, Benjamin F. ‘Thomas, 
Francis Thomas, Train, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Walton, 
Ward, Webster, Whaley, Albert 8. White, Chilton A. 
White, Wickliffe, and Worcester—64, 


So the resolution was not laid upon the table. 

ae eee i a ties ey that we now 
annuall or the debates o ngress more 
than hte denon the amount involved in this res- 
olution, and yet the resolution is to pu 


a 
work containing the proceedings of Congress for 


the first forty-eight years after the 
of this Government. In 1850 we pu one 


1] 





| hundred sets of this work for our library, but at 


i 


this time that number is reduced to eighty-five 
sets. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. How has the num- 
ber been so reduced ? 

Mr. WALTON. By the neglect of members, 
probably, to return them to the library. If we go 
on at this rate, very soon the supply in our library 
will be exhausted. There are but three hundred 
sets left in the hands of the publishers, and we 
shall be obliged, unless we supply ourselves soon, 
to reprint that work ere long at an expense of per- 
haps half a million of dollars. As a matter of 
economy, therefore, I think we ought to purchase 
these books; and we ought to purchase them now, 
when, by doing so, we can give some benefit to 
those who are the authors and the proprietors of 
the work. I move the previous question. 

Mr. CLARK. I ask my colleague to with- 


| draw the previous question. I am a member of 
the Committee on Printing, and desire to make a 


statement. 
Mr. WALTON. Certainly; { withdraw the 


: la call in favor of my colleague. 
tion Lam directed by the Committee on Printing || ~ 


Mr. CLARK. The matter has been before the 


| House before. At the extra session of Congress 


| the facts were reported to the House, and a res- 








| olution, recommended by the committee, reported 


for their adoption, but the House voted it down. 
Subsequently, and during this session, the mat- 


| ter was again referred to the committee, and they 
| have brought it before the House again. 


I find, upon examination, that there are eighty- 
five perfect copies in the House library, thirty in 


| the Senate library, and thirty-five copies in wrap- 
| pers, ing to be exchanged with foreign Govern- 


ments. 


hat gives us more than a hundred per- 
fect copies besides those in wrappers. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I desire to in- 
quire of the gentleman from New York whether 
all the public documents relating to the earlier 
sessions of Congress were not burned when the 
congressional library was burned some years ago, 


and whether he can find any information upon | 


the subject of these debates, except by recurrence 
to these very books? 


Mr. CLARK. I understand that there are 


| eighty-five perfect sets in the House library, thirty 


in the Senate library, and thirty-five put up in 
wrappers. The expense attendant upon the adop- 
tion of this resolution will be $35,500—an ex- 
pense which can very well be avoided at this time. 

Mr. HICKMAN. lLask the gentleman from 
New York to yield to me a moment. I think if 
there is anything in this matter of not having cop- 
ies enough of this work in future, youcan goabout 
the country and purchase any number of copies 
which may be required, twenty years hence, atless 
than one half of what it is now proposed to buy 
them at. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. You can do it 
to-day. 

Mr. HICKMAN. Thecountry has been flooded 
with these works by the action of previous Con- 
gresses. There is no question about that. A large 
majority of the members of this House know that 
a trade has been carried on here by speculators in 
the Congressional Globe and the Annals of Con- 
gress, and this has been going on for years. And 
are not gentlemen aware of the fact that the pro- 
ceeds of this proposed purchase will not go into 
the hands of Gales & Seaton, as I am informed, 
but into the hands of a set of secession sympa- 
thizers, now in the city of Washington, who have 
trafficked in these books for years past, and who 

ropose to do so until this edition is exhausted ? 

his is a mere, sheer, bald, and bold speculation, 
and I hope the House will vote down the propo- 
sition. 

Mr. CLARK. I have a communication in my 
hand which I desire to have read. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. Will the gentle- 
man yield to me? ; 

Mr.CLARK. After the communication is read. 

The letter was read, as follows: 

Wasuineton, May 15, 1862. 

: , ve to the cost, &e., of 
the Annals of Congress aud the Register of Debates, [have 
to state that the Annals is comprised in forty-two volumes, 
and the Register in twenty-nine volumes. *s 
_— is five dollars per volume, amounting 

cost of one hundred sets is $35,500. There undoubt- 


j 





publisher’s price, provided the order be drawn requiring the 
Clerk to purchase of the lowest bidder. 

There are now in the House library about eighty-five 
complete sets of the Annals and Registers. 

Very respectfully, JOHN BAILEY. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I desire to make 
an inquiry of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. 
l understood him to say that if this purchase was 
made, the money mena A go into the hands of cer- 
tain secession speculators. Please designatethem. 

Mr. WALTON. [hardly intended to yield to 
every gentleman upon the floor. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I desire to reply to the gen- 
tleman from Missouri. I believe I know the names 
of one or two of those gentlemen, but I do not 
wish to put them upon the record here. 

Now, I wish to say an additional word, and 
that is, that no person knows better—none here 
knows so well—as the gentleman from Missouri, 
that it was the uniform practice of this House, up 
to the Thirty-Fourth Congress, when the prac- 
tice was stopped, to vote to each member of Con- 
gress these identical publications. The conse- 
quence is that those books are a drug in the hands 
of those former members of Congress, and you 
can go about the country now and purchase them 
for a song. 

And does not the gentleman also know that 
when these books were ordered by this House to 
be purchased by the Clerk, instead of getting them 
from the original publication offices—the Congres- 
sional Globe from Blair & Rives, and the Annals 
of Congress from Gales & Seaton—they were 
bought all around the country, and one half the 
books distributed were old copies? Does not the 
gentleman know that that was the constant com- 
plaint made by the publishers of these respective 
works—Blair & Rives and Gales & Seaton? 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. 1 do not remem- 
ber it. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I remember it distinctly. 
The subject was discussed in the Thirty-Fourth 
Congress several times. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouf. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania stated in his place that if this 
resolution should pass, the money would go into 
the hands of secession sympathizers. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I say I was informed so. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. As a matter of 
course, he wasadvised upon the subject. I was not. 
I desired to have them specified, because I desire 
to have them dealt with according to the law of 
the land. | have no sympathy with them. When, 
however, he is called upon to name those parties, 
instead of answering the question, he refers to 
some knowledge I may have in reference to the 
manner in which books were distributed in former 
years. My recollection differs with his, 

The Annals of Congress were directed to be 

ublished under an act of this House, and provis- 
ion was made that Congress should take a cer- 
tain number of copies. I did not approve of that 
measure, and I endeavored to defeat that law. 
But it was carried; and I have the impression that 
but one distribution was ever made to members of 
the House of Representatives, and that to the Con- 
gress which voted the appropriation and directed 
this compilation to be made. 

So far as the Register of Debates is concerned, 
they were published many years ago. Some were 
distributed at that time, and some were distributed 
ata subsequent time. 

Mr. NOELL. I rise to a point of order. The 
gentleman from Vermont was entitled to the floor 
and yielded it to the gentleman from New York. 
I make the point that the gentleman from New 
a cannot yield the floor except uncondition- 
ally. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. 

Mr. WALTON. I will resume the floor unless 
the gentleman from New York wishes to continue 
his statement. 

Mr. FRANK. Will the gentleman yield to me 
a moment? : 

Mr. WALTON. I cannot. 

Mr. COX. I object. 

Mr. WALTON. A certain paper has been read 
here which some members may suppose came 
from the pores the House. Thatis notso.. —_ 

r comes froma about 
Capitol, and he ja net the Clerk of the House. I 
saw it before I made this 
in this city and 
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be purchased at a less price than is paid to the pub- 
lishers. { have taken the pains to go to several 
bookstores in this city, and [ tell my colleague 
that I have been informed that not a perfect set of 
this work can be obtained in this city except from 
the publishers of the work. They may possibly 
be obtained elsewhere, but I doubt it. These 
books did go to members of Congress. They have 
sold them to speculators, perhaps, and the specu- 
lators, in turn, may have sold them to somebody 
else. ‘They are by this time second-hand sets, and 
many of them are doubtless broken sets. We 
authorized Gales & Seaton to publish this work; 
it was the work ofa lifetime, and we encouraged 
them in it; and now I think we ought to go to 
them to supply us. with such copies as we need, 
and not obtain them from speculators. I now 
move the previous question. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I ask the gen- 
tleman to withdraw the previous question. 

Mr. WALTON. No, sir; I must decline. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Then I hope the 
House will vote it down. : 

Mr. PHELPS, of Missouri. I ask for tellers 
on seconding the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Puetps of 
Missouri, and Ciark, were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 62, noes 51. 

So the previous question was seconded. 

The main question was then ordered to be put. 

Mr. HUTCHINS demanded the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 66, nays 58; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Baily, Baxter, Biddle, Jacob B. 
Blair, Blake, George H. Browne, William G. Brown, Cal- 
vert, Casey, Clements, Corning, Cox, Crittenden, Delano, 
Duniap, Dunn, Ely, English, Fisher, Gooch, Goodwin, 
Grider, ee Hanchett, Harding, Harrison, Horton, John- 
son, Law, Leary, McPherson, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, 
Moorhead, Noble, Noell, Nugen, Pendleton, Perry, John 
S. Phelps, Pomeroy, Price, Alexander H. Rice, Richardson, 
Riddle, James 8S. Rollins, Segar, Sheffield, Shiel, John B. 
Steele, Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, 
Train, Voorhees, Wadsworth, Walton, Ward, Webster, 
Whaley, Albert 8. White, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, 
and Woodruff—66. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ancona, Baker, Beaman, Francis P. 
Blair, Buffinton, Chamberlin, Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Fred- 
erick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Dawes, Diven, Ed- 

erton, Edwards, Fessenden, Frank, Granger, Gurley, 

ickman, Holman, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, William 
Kellogg, Kerrigan, Kuapp, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, 
McKnight, Mitchell, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8S. Morrill, 
Nixon, Odell, Olin, Patton, Pike, Porter, Potter, John H. 
Rice, Robinson, Edward H. Rollins, Saggent, Sedgwick, 
Shanks, Sloan, William G. Steele, Stfatton, Trimble, 
Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Verree, Wil- 
son, Windom, and Worcester—58. 


So the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. WALTON moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WASHINGTON HOSPITAL. 


Mr. DELANO. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 55, noes 40. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House ac- 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. McPuer- 
son in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of House bill No. 465, to purchase a hospital in 
the city of Washington, general discussion being 
closed, by order of the House, in ten minutes. 

Mr. WOODRUFF. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
propons to weary the patience of this committee 

y an elaborate argument. I do not intend an 
extended repetition of that whieh has been ex- 
pressed by others far better than can be done by 
me. But perhaps aos pe to myself and my con- 
stituents requires that I should briefly declare the 
principles by which I have been and shall con- 
Unue to be actuated upon the floor of this House. 
I know that the votes cast by members go to 
make up their record; butit so happens that such 
votes as I have felt bound to give go in many 
cases to show what I would not rather than what 
I would, : 

It was my opinion, sir, and I believe it was the 
nen of a vast majority of those whom I have 

honor to represent, that if the conciliatory 
measures proposed in the winter of 1861 by a 







venerable patriot now a member of this House, 
had been adopted, neither this most wicked re- 
bellion nor this lamentable civil war would have 
been initiated; our beautiful fields would not have 
been devastated; our treasure not so lavishly ex- 
pended; the best blood of our nation never so 
profusely poured out; nor would mourning nor 
anguish nor lamentation nor the agonizing cry 
of the bereaved have so pervaded our land. On 
this point I am aware men differed in opinion. A 
time will come when a fearful account must be 
rendered by those who are justly responsible for 
the present state of affairs. But this is not the 
time to take that account. 

Nothing did, nothing could justify the unpro- 
voked a wanton attack made by armed rebels 
on Fort Sumter; and from that memorable day, in 
April, 1861, when that attack was made, and from 
the day when our fellow-citizens, hastening at the 
call of the President to defend this capital, were 
butchered in the streets of Baltimore, the hearts 
of all true patriots have beat in unison, and with 
one voice have proclaimed that this rebellion, the 
most unprovoked and unjust the world ever saw, 
against the most beneficent Government ever or- 
ganized by man, must and at all events should be 
suppressed, no matter at what necessary expense 
of blood and treasure. In that sentiment I need 
not say I heartily concur. 

Since this rebellion has assumed its vast propor- 
tions, I would sustain the President in carrying 
on this war to its successful termination with all 
needful means. I would by neither word nor 
deed embarrass him in the exercise of any lawful 
measure he may think proper to adopt for that 
perpese. Asa Democrat, opposed to his election, 

would be even more careful on these points. But, 
sir, while I would have the rebels compelled to 
submit unconditionally, | would not be vindictive. 
I cannot forget that they too are Americans; that 
they are our brethren; that they and we are chil- 
dren of the same parents, and the moment it ap- 
peared that reason was returning, every sword 
should be pointed towards the earth, and every 
bayonet towards heaven. 

i believe their leaders are inexcusably guilty, 
but the masses deluded; I believe the cause of 
the rebellion to be the waning political power of 
the South, and those who, to promote their selfish 
ends, have rushed their followers into rebellion 
should not escape merited punishment. And as 
their guilt is greater than that contemplated by 
our statutes, | would, as to the leaders, extend the 
punishment. But I cannot support the confisca- 
tion and emancipation bills which have been re- 
ported by the select committee, because I believe 
them inexpedient, unjust, and unconstitutional. 
Inexpedieat, not only because unjust and uncon- 
stitutional, but because, in view of their extent, 
they are calculated to strengthen the rebellion; to 
unite and consolidate the people of the South; to 
aggravate their hostility; and giving them the en- 
ergy of despair, prevent their return to loyalty to 
a Government from which they have nothing to 
hope, and from whose mercy, even, they are ex- 
cluded. And 1 cannot but say in this connection 
that the advocates of these extreme measures seem 
to me to be ‘‘ giving aid’’ to the rebels, and to be 

ursuing a course better calculated to destroy the 
Talon than that of the rebels themselves. 

I deem these bills unjust, because a large pro- 
portion of those embraced therein have never 
taken up arms against us; others have been forced 
or fraudulently persuaded into rebellion, and the 

unishment of death is sufficient for those who 
nave been thus misled. It is also barbarous and 
unheard of among modern civilized nations to strip 
the wives and innocent children of even the guilty, 
not only of the roof which shelters them, butalso 
of their last bed and their last crust, 

I deem these bills unconstitutional, because I] 
cannot find in our charter the clause which author- 
izes usto pass them. Gentlemen talk of the war 
power. I understand by this simply the power of 
the strong over the weak, the power of might over 
right. Beyond this I do not understand it, and as 
I beltave that outside of the Constitution this Con- 
om has no power, and that the powers con- 
erred by the Constitution are sufficient for the 
emergency, I have felt bound by my oath to vote 
against these bills. 

I vote against them because the parties against 
whom they are aimed are thereby deprived of 
‘the right of trial by jury,” because they are not 








necessarily ‘to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation,’ nor are they “to be confronted 
with the witnesses against them.” Because ‘* ex- 
cessive fines are imposed”? and “‘cruel and unusual 
terest inflicted,”’ not on the guilty alone, 

ut extending also to the innocent, and use 
they are in the nature of “ bills of attainder,”’ in- 
flicting punishment without any conviction in the 
ordinary course of judicial proceedings, and there- 
fore forbidden by the Constitution. 

General debate having now closed, the bill was 
read. It appropriates $75,000 to purchase the 
buildings, lots, and appurtenances, in the city of 
rae thea District of Columbia, now occupied 
by the United States, and known as the ** Doug- 
las hospital,” consisting of lots numbered one 
and two, designated as Douglas and Rice’s sub- 
division of square 560, The Secretary of the 
Treasury is required and authorized to pay the 
several owners thereof $75,000 for the buildings 
and lots owned by them whenever the Attorney 
General of the United States shall have examined 
or caused to be examined the titles of the owners 
to the lots, buildings, and premises in the square, 
and shall certify to the Secretary of the Treasury 
that the titles of the several owners are perfect and 
valid, and are free from all incumbrances what- 
ever, and that the owners have executed to the 
United States deeds of conveyance in fee simple, 
with covenants of general warranty, and also with 
a warranty that the lots are free from all incum- 
brances, and that the deeds are ready to be de- 
livered by them on the payment of the money. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I do not propose to avail 
myself of my privilege under the rules of closing 


| the debate upon this bill, but I will answer any 
| questions which gentlemen may desire to ask, 


Mr. DUNN. Is this the bill which was re- 


|| ported from the Committee on Military Affairs ? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DUNN. I thought the bill which passed 


| the committee authorized the payment of a sum 
| not exceeding $75,000. This bill seems to re- 
| quire that $75,000 shall be paid. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. It needs amendment in 
that particular. [move to insert the words “ not 
to exceed.’’ 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I desire to know 
if this is a report of the committee, recommended 
by the committee, or if-it isa report of one mem- 
ber, or of one or two members of the committee, 
made by the consent of the committee? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is, as it purports to 
be, a report from the committee. I desire to say 


| that this bill proposes to purchase three buildings, 
_one hundred and fifty feet front, and capable of 
| accommodating four hundred patients, at the price 


of $75,000. The buildings when constructed cost 
over one hundred and thirty thousand dollars. I 
take it for granted that in all future time we must 
of necessity have a hospital here. I fear the time 
will never come again when we will not have, to 


| some extent, to have an army stationed here. 





| 
| 


| Wherever you have a considerable number ‘of 


troops stationed you need a hospital. Suppose 
you have four thousand troops stationed here, and 
you cannot get along with less, you require a hos- 
pital that will accommodate ten per cent. of that 
number. You are paying for these buildings now 
$9,000—$3,000 for each of them. Ina very short 


| period of time, if you are to rent such a buildin 
| as that—and it is the only one in the city that is fit 


for a hospital—you will pay in rent alone enough 
to buy the building. Iam informed by surgeons 
who are in attendance on that hospital that for an 
expenditure of $10,000 you can increase the capa- 
city of the building to six hundred patients. If 
you have to have a hospital here, you cannot pur- 
chase ground and build a hospital that will accom- 
modate as many patients for an increase of twenty- 
five per cent. on this amount. 

Now, I have a single word to say in reference 
to the hospitals that you have erected here. You 
may put up temporary hospitals ata less expense; 
the hospitals that you have put up near the City 
Hall have doubtless cost less, but they are con- 
structed of wood, and if contagious disease pre- 
vails in one portion, it is communicated to all. 


That would not be the case in the Douglas hos- 


| pital. 


Here the hammer fell.) 

r. LOVEJOY. “h oppose ie pariaey of 

my colleague for the purpose of saying a few 
woods: One of these buildings, I nderdand;Be- 
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longs to Breckinridge. They could have been H 
purchased a short time since for $16,000 each, | 
making $48,000 in.the aggregate, and that is all || 
that they cost in high speculative times. The || 
large lot of ground adjoining, that was purchased || 
when real estate was kiting, cost nearly what my || 
colleague states. It has been sold, however, and 
| 
i 
| 





is not part of the property which it is now pro- | 

osed to convey to the United States, But the | 
Eee remain, and I have reason to lenow that | 
they have been offered for $16,000 apiece, which | 
would make an aggregate of $48,000. Probably, || 
if they were put up at aucuon, they would not 
to-day bring $10,000 each. There is a certain 
interest in this matter which I would be very glad 
to favor, as glad as my colleague, if it could be 
done. But [ wouid rather vote $10,000 to Mrs. || 


Douglas. As for buying the property of Breck- || House appropriate a much larger sum than is ne- 


inridge and other individuals at twice its value, I | 
never can or will consent to it. (Those who rep- || 
resent Breckinridge & Co. here re constantly | 
complaining of the expenses of the Government, | 
constantly complaining that we are paying more | 
than we ought for the Army and Navy and other | 
expense, and yet it is proposed to pay twice the 
value for these buildings. The House has just 
adopted a resolution which I would not like to | 
characterize it as I regard it. They did not view 
it as I do, for | have no more doubt that that reso- | 
lution was a shéer swindle than I have that I stand 
here. 

Mr, RICHARDSON. What does the gentle- 
man refer to? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I refer to the resolution which 
proposes to vive a pension to Gales & Seaton. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I rise to a pointof | 
order. Jt is not in order to discuss a bill that has | 
been passed, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I am illustrating this bill by 
a previous one, If we do one wrong thing, we 
ought not to do another wrong thing on the heels 


of it. 
The CHAIRMAN. Discussion should be con- 
fined to the pending amendment. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Well, Mr. Chairman, I am 


opposed to this whole thing. Two of these build- || 
| amendment offered by the gentleman from Ver- | 


ings were put up at $16,000 each under contract; | 
and that, too, at umes when prices were very high | 
and extravagant, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I moveaproformaamend- 
ment, for the purpose of replying to my colleague. 
There is no authority for his statement. If he 
had consulted the public records, he -would have | 
found that Mr. Breckinridge’s portion of this 


' 
. m 7 7 

property passed into the hands of Mr. Corbin || 
| 


more than a year ago—as true and Joyal a man as | 
my colleague, or any one with whom he associ- | 
ates—yes, sir, more so. So much for that. 

The gentleman states that these houses could | 
have been purchased for $16,000 each. I meet 
that with a flat contradiction, Ivis not so... The | 
gentleman says again that they were built for | 
$16,000. That 1 also meet with a flat denial. dt 
is not the truth, I stated, when l was on the floor | 
before, that these buildings cost over one hun- 
dred and thirty thousand dollars. Judge Doug- 
Jas's house cost, I believe, in the neighborhood of 
thirty-four thousand dollars. By an arrangement, | 
as that is the Jargest and best of the houses, the 
widow, who is entitled to, it, gets some thirty 
thousand dollars. The others are te be paid for 
ata little over twenty-two thousand dollars each. 
TI ascribe my colleague’s statement, in regard to 
part of this.property belonging to Mr, Breckin- 
ridge, to the fairness which usually characterizes 
his course. 1 repeat that this Government can- 
not build so fine a hospital that can accommodate 
four hendred patients, for the amount to which 
this bill limits the price in this case. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Will my colleague yield to 
me for a moment? 

9 RICHARDSON, Certainly, 

ir. LOVEJOY. I wish simply to state that 

I had it from the lips of Jadge Bou las himself 
that the other two houses could be had for $16,000 
each, Ido not know that he told me what his 
own house cost, 

Mr, RICHARDSON, Was he jpwiting you to 
come and place yourself near him? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Perhaps that was hisbject. 
We were pense near ther before bis death. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING, Will they be 


near after death? a 
Me RICHARDSON T'doabe KT eannbe 





| Stephen A. Douygias, late Senator of the United States from 
| the State of Illinois. 


| sum proposed, a building capable of accommo- 
|| dating one thousand patients can be cunstructed. || 
I do not object to appropriating the sum of $10,000 || 


gainsay my colleague’s statement, Butas to the | 
cost of the building, I do contest his statement. 
There is not a builder in the city of Washington 


| 





| 
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Mr. TRIMBLE. Thatwill not remove the ob- 








jection which I make. It seems to me that if the 


Government is to have a hospital here which is 


or elsewhere who would undertake to putup such || intended to be permanent, it should not be located 


buildings for the price of $16,000, or anything like 
it. I can produce the bills paid by Judge Doug- 
las for his house, showing what it cost to con- 
struct it. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I move toamend || 


the bill, by striking out all after the enacting clause 
and inserting: 
That the sum of $10,000 be, and the same is hereby, ap- 


| propriated, payable out of any money in the Treasury not 


otherwise appropriated, to Mrs. Douglas, widow of the late | 


I offer this because I do not wish to have the 


céssary to accomplish what is the real purpose of 


this act. So far as I understand the circum- || 


stances, the buildings proposed to be bought by 
this bill, now before the committee, are not ca- 
pable of being altered so as to accommodate over | 


four hundred patients. I think, that with the 


to Mrs. Douglas. 
Mr. RICHARDSON, Will the gentleman per- 
mit me to say a word? 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Yes, sir. 


if 





| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
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in the city at all. It ought to be placed upon 
some of the beautiful eminences surrounding the 
city, where youcan obtain an abundance of ground 
and an abundance of pure air. Iam certain that 
the additional outlay which will be required to fit 
up this building as a hospital, and introduce into 
it the various improvements now deemed essential 
in all public hospitals, will amount to much more 
than would be required to erect a first-class hos- 


ital and purchase ample grounds ina suitable 
ocation. I hope, therefore, Mr. Chairman, the 


bill will not pass. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I move to amend by redu- 


| cing the amount to $60,000. 


Mr. Chairman, I was out of the House when 


| this bill came up for consideration, and I am not 
_ advised whether there isa report accompanying it 


or not. {[ suppose not, however. But before I 
proceed with the remarks I propose to make, I de- 
sire toask the gentleman from Illinois who are the 


|| owners of the property it is proposed to purchase? 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mrs. Douglas is the 
owner of the largest building. Mr. Fant, a banker 


| on Pennsylvania avenue, in this city, is the owner 


of another, and Mr. Corbin, a resident of the city, 
is the owner of the other. 


Mr. EDWARDS. I would inquire whether 


Mr. RICHARDSON. An hospital, properly || Mrs. Douglas is the owner in her own right? 


ventilated, cannot be constructed capable of ac- 
commodating one thousand patients. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. If we purchase 
the buildings the whole interior must be taken 
outand reconstructed, in order to make it suitable 
fora hospital; and that would cost probably as 


much as it would cost to builda new one. This is 


a plain proposition. We are asked to pay twenty- 
five or forty thousand dollars more than the prop- 
erty is worth, in order that $10,000 ok get into 
the pocket of Mrs. Douglas. 1 do not like such 
a round-about way of doing business, and trust, 
therefore, that my proposition will be adopted. 
Mr. TRIMBLE. Mr. Chairman, | oppose the 


mont. I am not sufficiently familiar with the 
value of property in this city to say whether or 
not the sum proposed in this bill is a fair price. 
But even if the price were very low, the building 


|| is not now, and cannot be made by any altera- 


tions, what would be regarded by medical men 
a suitable hospital. As [ understand, the large 
numbers of sick and wounded men from our Army 
have been already provided for in temporary hos- 
pitals erected within and outside of the corporate 
limits of the city. A number of public buildings 
and private residences have also been rented by 
the Government and made use of for this purpose. 





From information which I have received from 
some of the surgeons who are performing duty in 
these hospitals I presume that they will furnish 
all the accommodation required, since the great 
body of our Army has advanced from the Potomac. 
I am satisfied, therefore, that an appropriation of 
the amount specified in this bill could be much 
more advantageously employed in the purchase 
of a suitable Jot and the erection of buildings upon 
it. These buildings, as we are informed, occupy 
all of the ground belonging to them in front and 
on one side, thus making it impossible by future 
urchase to provide an open space around them. 
his, Mr, Chairman, is with me a fatal objection 
to the purchase of this property. The importance 
of having open ried and a free circulation of 
air about a hospital every gentleman here can 
appreciate, and should not be overlooked. “— 
ow, Sir, this city is surroundéd with beautiful 
eminencesand numerous sites much better adapted 
to the location of buildings for hospital purposes 
than can be found anywhere within its ‘corporate 
limits. And since there exists no urgent neces- 
sity, so far as we are advised, for additional hos- 
pital accommodations at the present time, we can 
very wisely, I think, postpone the consideration 
of any future necessity until it arises. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. The gentleman will 


permit me to say that no ground can be ouniee 
in front beyond the one hundred and. fifty feet, 
but two hundred and fifty feet back un ob- 


tained. 
A 
Mr. 


MRICHARDSON. Ten thousand dollars 











¥ * 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir. I will state 
the whole matter in regard to the condition of 
ownership. Mrs. Douglas is the owner of the 
property in her own right. There is a mortgage 
upon it for $10,000, and the excess which is paid, 
whatever it is, will inure to her benefit. She 
joined her busband in the mortgage, and it there- 


| fore binds the property to that extent. 


Mr. EDWARDS. It seems, then, that onlya 
ortion of this money will inure to the benefit of 
irs. Douglas as purchase money, or as money 

eae on the purchase under the provisions of this 
ill. Whatamoant that would be beyond $10,000 
Iam not quite informed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. . I stated that if the pur- 
chase is made, by an arrangement between the 
owners, Mrs. Douglas will receive $30,000, and 
the others $22,500 each. 

Mr. EDWARDS... It seems, then, that there 
are other parties who\are to receive a portion of 
this eager | that relieves the matter of the 
purchase fro e consideration of favor. 

Now, sit, Ll should be very willing, if our Treas- 
ury were full, to be generous. No one more highly 
appreciates the position, thé commanding ability, 
and, at the close of his life, enviable reputation of 
the deceased husband of Mrs.\Douglas than I do; 
but I do not feel that, in the present condition of 
the country, we have the right to be generous with 
that money which is to be drawn from the people 
for the purpose of sustaining thisqwar, It was upon 
this consideration that I voted against the appro- 
riation made in the resolution which this morn- 
ing passed the House, for the purchase of the 
Annals of Congress, which undoubtedly was in- 
tended to relieve somebody. 
But the only question with me in the bill coming 
before us, under these circumstances) is whether 
this property is needed for the use of the Govern- 
ment. If it is, then we should ascertain how we 
can purchase it on the most economi 
So far as the substitute of the gentl¢man from 














upon what principle it can be suppo 
cated in this House. 
A Memsper. On the principle that 
bad as the original bill. " 
Mr. EDWARDS. We have had 
tinguished men, whose loss the coun 
compelled to mourn. We had in one 
country one of the most distinguished’ 
perhaps ever honored this nation, but I ha 
eard of any proposition bei ted here to 
appropriate money for the relief of the family of 
Danie va and I do not think ee a ry 
me to establish such a ent. © [ cannot, 
ero es the gentleman 


therefore, go for i 
from V Mi hough I would very much like 
to Mond Prot ying, 10 ee 3. 
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ceive it to be a matter of justice in the first place 
to the owners of this property. The Government 
has taken possession of these buildings. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I ask the gentle- 
man whether the Government took forcible pos- 
session of the buildings? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I did not say forcible pos- 
session. I always mean what I say, and Ido not 
mean what I do not say. [Laughter.] 

The Government has been for some time in pos- 
session of these buildings, using them as a hos- 
pital, If the Government should relinquish them, 
they would not be very suitable for dwellings 
again hereafter. Alterations were made by the 
Government to accommodate them for hospital 
purpuses, such as to render them unfit for resi- 
dences. 

I think [ have detected, in the opposition to this 
bill, a good deal of incongruity, inconsistency, 
and contradiction of statement. We have men ris- 
ing here and saying they are going to vote against 
this bill, one because Breckinridge owns one of 
the buildings, and others for various reasons, 
which they assign. When I see a measure op- 
posed in that manner, lam induced to think there 
is something else than the reasons alleged. 

Now, sir, one gentleman says that hospitals 
ought to be built outside of the city, that they 
ought to be builtupon aneminence. He says this 
is not a desirable location fur a hospital. Why 
not? [tis upon a rise of ground, and so far as I 
can discover, a very eligible position. But if it 
is necessary that hospitals should be established 
outside of the city, why does the Government 
maintain them in the city? Here is one on Judi- 
ciary square, and if [ am not mistaken there are 
two or three others in the city. | cannotexactly 
specify their localities. 

It seems the Government has selected this local- 
ity, and finds these buildings serviceable for the 
purposes to which they are now devoted, and I 








cannot, therefore, suppose that in the opinion of || 


the Government it is an improper location. As 
for the price, I understand it is about the cost of 
the buildings, and I think it a fair price. I would 
not vote for more, and I do not think it ought to 
be less. 

The amendment submitted by Mr. Ricnarpson 
was agreed to. 

Mr. EDWARDS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

The question recurred upon the substitute pro- 
posed by Mr. Morrixt, of Vérmont. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I move to amend 
by reducing the amount to $20,000. Iam opposed 
to this bill, for the reason that | believe it to be 
wholly annecessary. I think it has been clearly 
admitted in the course of this debate, by the friends 
of the bill, thatthe objectis simply to givea pension 
to acertaininterest. Now, I appeal to the House 
if we, representing the country, burdenedas we are 
with debt, staggering under the mighty weight of 
sustaining the war for the overthrow of the rebel- 
lion, are in a situation to commence our donations 
by thousands and tens of thousands? I admit 
that we have already commenced that process— 
that $35,000 was voted this morning for that pur- 

ose, 

. The gentleman from Pennsylvania has stated 
that we have taken possession of this property. 1 
ask him whether he means that it was taken pos- 
session of forcibly. He stated that he meant what 
he said when I asked him the question, and | say 
that the fair inference from what he said was that 
the Government had taken forcible possession of 
this property and was destroying it, He argued 
as though that were the reason why we should 
pay for this property. Now, I understand that 
it was taken possession of by the mutual consent 
of all parties, by the consent of the Government 
and of the parties who owned the property; and 
that whatever improvements had beech made in 
order to make it acceptable as a hospital had been 
made by the consent of the owners. 

Mr. JOHNSON.» With the permission of the 
gentleman from Maine, I will state that he mis- 
understands me. | did not state that the Govern- 
ment had taken forcible possession of the property 
and was destroying it. I only said that the Gov- 
ernment was in possession of the property, and 
that it had been in possession of it foe some time. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. I am very glad to 
be corrected. I am very sorry to see a disposition 
évinced here to drive through a proposition of this 














kind on a five minutes debate. To be sure, an 
hour was allotted to each member for the discus- 
sion of this subject, but that time, unfortunately, 
was taken up in the consideration of other mat- 
ters; and we are now only allowed five minutes 
apiece. 

Mr. Chairman, there is no necessity for this 
action. We have leased this property for a series 
of months, or for a year, and before that lease ex- 
pires I trust that this war will be over. There 
will then be no necessity for this building. I un- 
derstand that it was erected in the days of great 
speculation, when those who built it, imagining 
themselves to be ver 
Gentlemen of this 


rich, spared no expense. | 
ouse will see how extrava- || 


gantly everything about it has been provided, if | 


they will examine it as I did this morning. The 
block is made up of three houses, which would be 
very beautiful private residences for those who 
wish to occupy them; but they are utterly unfit 


ing advised with gentlemen who are capable of | 


building a hospital, and who are ready to give 
bonds to do it, that for one third of the amount 


the bill proposes to pay the owners involved, they | 


will build a better and more convenient hospital 
than these buildings can be turned into. I ask 


whether we are to follow out this matter; whether | 
we are to give $35,000in the morning and $75,000 | 


in the evening? I see conservative men on the 
other side voting for these propositions, and once 
ina while a sinner from this side. [Laughter.] 
[ think itis very nearly time for members to grow 
seriously alarmed for the Treasury. 

against this waste of the public money. 


Douglas, as has been suggested, is needy—if she | 


is more needy than the thousands of widows who 
have been made so recently by this rebellion— 
help her; but if she is not, in God’s name, help 
them all, as well as Mrs. Douglas, or else you 
will not act justly. 

{Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Mr. Chairman, 
[ wonder if there be in this House one single 
gentleman who believes this bill would ever have 
been proposed except through the motive of doing 


| an act of kindness toa lady whose situation com- 


mends her to the sympathy and respect of this 
House? 
bill will say that I am right in affirming that, with- 
out that motive, no such proposition as this would 
have been presented here. I think everybody will 
agree that no one would have proposed to locate, 
in the city of Washington, in time of war, fora 
temporary and passing purpose, a permanent hos- 
pital at the rate of something like $100,000, all told. 
Certainly, we all know, when this occasion has 
passed by, there will be no necessity for this build- 
ing, however fit it may be in its character and lo- 
cation. Certainly, we know if there was a want 
here for a permanent establishment of this sort it 
would never have entered into the jaded ingenuity 
ofany gentleman, however ingenious he might be, 


to provide that a certain purchase should be made; || 


that a particular building should be bought; and 


that, without stopping to chaffer, without pro- || 


posing to provide any mode of assessment, and 
without fixing acertain sum, I do not care whether 
it is in the form that no more thana certain sum 
shall be appropriated or not. Therefore I say I 
am warranted in saying, without this motive this 
bill would not be here. 


Let us look at ita moment. Who are we here | 
to-day, voting onthisamendment? Simply a board || 


of trustees, a board of directors, nothing else, 
managing the affairs of that great corporation—if 
I may so call that which we call the Government. 
Suppose we were trustees, the guardians of a 


ward, the directors of a bank, or any other per- | 
sons bound to administer, on the strictest princi- | 


ples of law, the estate put into our hands;should 
we treat with questions of pr apees and motives 
of this sort? —The goud Bogk 


purpose under heaven.”’ 
there is a fitting place and a fitting time to give up 
to the pulse of sympathy and passion, But in 
the name of common honesty, is this, or is an 

place where trustees sit dispensing a trust fund, 
the proper place to say what widows have been 
made needy by this war? I think not. I know 
it is an ungracious thing, particularly in a case of 
this sort, to make suggestions of this kind. I 
make them, not in criticism of any position which 


as said: ** T’o ev- | 
erything there is a season, and a time for every | 
Yes, Mr. Chairman, 


eeeenllibesnaenen 


I think, sir, that every advocate of this | 
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any gentleman occupies, and I make them with 
very little hope that they will change the vote of 
any member, Sheridan said that he heard a great 
many apeecee which changed his opinions, but 
none which changed his vote; and I think there 
is too much in that to suppose that [ am going to 
change any votes here. But I do want to say, aa 
I do not occupy a great deal of time on_ the sub- 
ject of economy, that, however much I may be 
disposed, as a question of feeling, however much 
I might have rejoiced as a question of sympathy 
to see this good luck fall to this lady, I can never 
vote to expend $75,000 to pay for these buildings, 









| one of which is to bring $40,000, and the other 


two $35,000. 
{Here the hammer fell.] 


The amendment of Mr. Moraritt, of Maine, 
was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the substitute of 


|| Mr. Moraity, of Vermont. 
for a hospital, And I undertake tosay, after hav- || 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I hope the House will 
not offer the indignity to Mrs. Douglas of voting 
her a gratuity as is proposed by the substitute 
of the gentleman from Vermont. I ask that of 
this House, and I havea right to ask it. 

On adivision there were—ayes 44, noes 46. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. After what the 
gentleman from Illinois has stated, I withdraw 
the substitute which I have submitted. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to strike out all after 


| the enacting clause, and in lieu of it to insert the 


I protest || 


If Mrs. | 


following: 


That the sum of $20,000 be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, payable out of any money in the Treasury of 
the United States not otherwise appropriated, to purchase 


| the buildings, lots, and appurtenances, on the estate of the 


late S. A. Douglas in the city of Washington, District of 
Columbia, now occupied by the United States, and known 
as the **Douglas hospital,” consisting of lot numbered one 


| designated as Douglas’s subdivision of square five hundred 
| and sixty. The Secretary of the Treasury is hereby required 
| and authorized to pay the owner thereof $20,000 for the 


| vania. 


building and Jot owned by him, whenever the Attorney 
Gen@éral of the United States shall have examined or 
caused to be examined the title of the owner to the lot, 
building, and premises in the said square, and shall certify 
to the Secretary of the Treasury that the title of the owner 
is perfect and valid, and is free from all incumbranees 
whatever, and that the said owner has executed to the Uni- 
ted States deeds of conveyance in fee simple, with cove- 
nants of general warranty, and also with a warranty that 
the Jot is free from all incumbrances, and that said deeds 
are ready to be delivered by bim on the payment of the 
money. 


Mr. Chairman, the purpose of that amendment 
is palpable. It is to purchase Mrs, Douglas’s 
property and to pay her $20,000 for it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. That is not enough. 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Chairman, I rise to oppose 
the amendment of the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
Iam sorry, in the discussion which has 


| taken place, it has been made to appear that the 
| only object of this bill was to benefit Mrs. Doug- 


las, without regard to the public interests. I think 


| the proposition made by the gentleman from Ver- 
| mont was wrong in regard to that matter. When 








the Committee for the District of Columbia au- 
thorized the reporting of this bill, it seems to me 
that it contained provisions which I do not find 
in the one now pending. I am of the opinion that 


| this bill does not correspond with what I under- 


stood to be the views of the committee, The bill 
which they authorized to be reported was not for 
the benefit of any particular person; but it pro- 
vided for the purchase of these three buildings, to 
be used as a hospital. They were considered to 
have been offered at a price lower than similar ac- 
commodations could be procured elsewhere. The 
committee may have been mistaken; but | am sat- 
isfied that such was the impression that had been 
made on their minds. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I would like to 
know whether the medical authorities have re- 
ported in favor of this proposition. 

Mr. DUNN. Iam not able to answer. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. If the gentleman from 
Indiana will permit me, I will answer the ques- 
tion of the gentleman from Vermont, At the time 
the bill was reported, there was a communication 
from the Surgeon General, or the medical director 
of the Army. Subsequent to his report on the 
subject, he was placed under arrest; and his au- 
thority, therefore, was not used. : 

Mr. SHANKS. Was he arrested for having 
made that report? [Laughter.] 

Mr. RICHARDSON. He was arrested on an 
entirely different ground, as the gentleman very 
well knows. The Surgeon General, I will repéat, 
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made a private communication to the committee 
in favor of the purchase of these buildings for hos- 
pital jerpenet He believed that the price pro- 
sand be ve paid for these buildings was very low. 
He believed that they were good buildings, and 
suitable for hospital purposes; and he therefore 
recommended that an appropriation should be 
made by Congress like that which is now before 
the House. I can also state that the surgeon now 
in attendance atthe Douglas hospital reports that 
these buildings are very suitable for the purposes 
for which they are now used. 

Mr. DUNN. It has been so long since this bill 
was before the commitiee, that I had forgotten 
many of the circumstances attending its consider- 
ation. I recollect the fact very well, referred to 
by the gentleman from Illinois, I know that the 
impression of the committee was that the prop- 
erty was cheap, and that that was an inducement 
with them to recommend the adoption of the bill 
to the House, It seems to me, however, that the 
bill is not properly drawn up. It provides that | 
$75,000 shall be paid for these buildings, instead 
of providing that not more than $75,000 shall be | 
paid for them, so as to leave the Government the 
haa eat to get them as cheap as it can. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. An amendment hasal- 
ready been made and adopted to cure that defect 
in the bill. 

Mr. DUNN. I do not think the amendment 
will change it in that respect. I think the bill 
ought further to be amended, and at the proper 
time I will move an amendment authorizing the 
Secretary of War, if in his judgment compatible 
with the public interests, to purchase this prop- 
erty at a sum not exceeding $75,000. 

Mr. JOHNSON. | wan to say a word to my 
colleague, [Mr. Stevens,| in reference to his 
amendment. It seems to me that it does not ex- 
actly comport with the pet of Congress, after 
admitting the necessity for the purchase of this | 
property to begin cheapening it. 
Government wants these buildings—if they are*| 
necessary for hospital purposes—let us pay for 
them what they are worth. Do not let us say that 
we do not want this property—that it is inconve- 
nient and unnecessary—yet that we will give so 
much for it. It is a species of chaffering, which, 
as one member of this House, I am unwilling to | 
enter into, 

lam disposed to favor the suggestion made by 
the gentleman from Indiana I want to see some 
amendment adopted for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing, before we purchase this property, its value | 
and all about it. But, Ido not believe that the 
Secretary of War is the proper person to whom | 
that matter ought to be referred, Let the medical 
department of the Army report to us upon the ex- 
isting necessity for the purchase of these build- | 
ings, or let the whole subject be referred to a 
board of competent officers, to report all the facts 
to us for our consideration and action. I do not 
conceive that the Secretary of War is a reliable 
judge of the value of property in Washington 
city. Let competent parties, who own property 
here, and who know what these buildings are 
worth, report to us what is the proper price to be 
“y for them. That provision ought to be in the 

il, and I understand from the gentleman from 
Indiana, that when the committee authorized the 
reporting of the bill, it was their intention that it 
should contain some provision for ascertaining 
the value of this property before the purchase 
was consummated by the Government. I am 
willing to abide by the decision of competent par- 
ties in reference to the value of the property, and 
I think that this House would be willing to abide 
by it. That will relieve the bill of all difficulty, 
for then we will have the question of the suitable- 
ness of these buildings for hospital purposes, and 
the question of their value settled by competent 
parties. 

Mr. HORTON. I move to reduce the amount 
$1,000. I wish to say a word on this subject, in 
order to prevent the impression made on the com- 
mittee by the reply of the gentleman from Illi- 
nois to the interrogatory of the gentleman from 
Vermont. I understood the gentleman from IIli- 
nois [Mr. Ricttarpson] to say that the Surgeon 
General of the Army, ata certain time, approved 
of the purchase of this property for a hospital, 
and that afterwards he was placed under arrest. 

1 wish merely to say that I Lae good authority 
for believing that the present Surgeon General of 
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the Army does not approve of this purchase, and 
that he is of the opinion that these buildings art 
not adapted for hospital purposes; and further, 
that he is of the opinion that it would cost more 
to put them in a comfortable condition than to 
build a new noone Iam, therefore, willing that 
this matter shall be postponed until we can learn 
from the medical department of the Government, 
in some official shape, whether these buildings 
are necessary for hospital purposes, and whether 
they are as cheap as the construction of a new 
hospital. 

r. RICHARDSON. Either the gentleman 
misapprehends what I said, or I misapprehend 
what he has said. I said that the Surgeon Gen- 
era] of the Army—Surgeon General Finley—had 
made a report to the committee in favor of the 
purchase of this property for hospital ean 
and I also stated that he was subsequently put 
under arrest. I do not know what the opinion of 
the present Surgeon General is; but I] do know 
that the surgeon in charge of the hospital—I do 


| not know what his name is—is in favor of the 





I say, if the || 





purchase of this property. 
Mr. TRIMBLE. Can the gentleman inform 


| me whether this is to be a military hospital, or 


only a hospital for the benefit of this city ? 

Mr. HORTON. I have been under the belief 
that these buildings are to be purchased for a mil- 
itary hospital, and I have no knowledge in refer- 


| ence to any hospital for the city of Washington. 


I only rose for the purpose of correcting the im- 
pression which the committee seemed to have 
received from the remarks of the gentleman from 
Illinois, that the present Surgeon General of the 
Army was in favor of this purchase on the ground 
that he believed they were suitable for hospital 


a 

r. TRIMBLE. Let me ask the gentleman 
another question: is this purchase intended to 
meet the present wants of the Government, or is 
it intended for the establishment of a permanent 
hospital ? 

r. HORTON. 
ulterior object of this purchase, but I am under 
the belief that it is for present purposes. 

Mr. TRIMBLE. ith the little information 
which we have on this subject, | appeal to the 
House whether it woyld not be better to postpone 
this question. 

Mr. HORTON. In myown judgment, I think 
it is necessary that it should be postponed or de- 
feated, for either will suit me. I would like to 
know, so far as it is possible, the views of the 
medical department of the Government on this 
subject. I have no doubt the gentleman from 
I|linois stated correctly the svete of the surgeon 
in charge of the hospital at this time; but the fact 
that that surgeon approved of this purchase would 
not go a great way, for he, of course, would not 
know what were the objects and purposes of the 
Government in reference to the establishment of 
these hospitals. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It was ae 


that I ascertained his views on the subject. Ina 


conversation between him and myself, he stated 


that the building was suitable for hospital pur- 
poses, 

Mr. WEBSTER. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and it may be 
that I do not exactly comprehend its provisions. 

Mr. STEVENS. Itissimply a proposition to 
purchase the property of the late Judge Douglas, 


and to pa re for it. 

Mr. E STER. Without regard to the other 
two houses? ' 

Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I think that would be mani- 
festly unjust. Here is asolid block of buildings, 
and to buy one building in the block, and make 
ita hospital for contagious diseases, is a gross 
wrong to the owners of the other two buildings. 

Mr. STEVENS... As the committee seem to 
be unwilling that we shall purchase any of these 
buildings, | withdraw my substitute; and I move 
that the committee rise and report the bill to the 
House with the recommendation that it do not 


Mr. COX. The gentleman cannot move to rise 
and report the bill so long as there is an amend- 
ment pending. I move the same substitute for the 
bill as that just withdrawn by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, with the difference of an increase 
in the amount to $25,000. 


TT 


I have no knowledge of the | 


‘May 29, 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Is it in order to move an 
amendnient when a motion is pending to rise and 
report the bill? 

he CHAIRMAN. The motion to rise and 
report the bill is not in order so long as there ere 
any amendments to offer. 

r. LOVEJOY. Then I modify my motion 
so as to move that the committee rise. 

Mr. COX. That is not in order while I have 
the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from IIli- 
nois had the floor to move that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House. Now the gentle- 
man modifies that motion. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I contend that the gen- 
tleman has no right to change his motion so as to 
make it in order. His proposition was out of 
order. 

Mr. COX. I rise toa point of order. The gen- 
tleman made a motion which was ruled out of 
order. I obtained the floor, and then he proposed 
to modify his motion. That he cannot do. ~ 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ohio, 
having been recognized by the Chair before the 
gentleman from Illinois modified his motion, is 
entitled to the floor. 

Mr. COX. I move the same amendment which 
was withdrawn by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, simply changing the sum to $25,000. 

It has already been stated here by the gentleman 
from Illinois, eM. Ricnarpson,] that this prop- 
erty, belonging to the Douglasestate, cost $34,000. 
1 understand that they are willing to take $25,000 
for it, and have so offered it. Now, I do not think 
we had better higgle about this $25,000 with the es- 
tate. I hope the House will vote it. I see no ob- 
jection iach as the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
W essTer] urged against buying this property sep- 
arate and apart from the other. These hospitals 
are frequently located in the midst of cities, next 
to all sorts of buildifgs. This is one of the risks 

| which all men run when they build. There is no 
contagious disease in this hospital—not now, at 
least—and it is not intended to put invalids with 
contagious diseases in it. There are other places 
to be reserved for such patients. I hope the com- 
mittee will vote in the substitute. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope the amendment 
will not prevail. It seems to me that it must be 
perfectly obvious to every member that, to take 
that house, disconnected from the others, would 
be unjust. The house, as a hospital, would be 
a nuisance to the two adjoining buildings. I do 
not see why we should take the building at all. 

I have listened to the remarks which have been 
made, and we are told that the Government has 
made no recommendation to Congress to purchase 
this building asahospital. The gentleman upon 
| my right (Mr. Horroy] says the Surgeon Gen- 
eral says the building is not suitable for a hos- 
pital. Andif we are to have a hospital, why not 
advertise, and contract to build one? Why not 
| take such steps as would ordinarily be taken in 
order that the Government may reach its object? 
| Sir, 1 know the House must be weary of this 
discussion, and I only rose to say that, for one, 
I could not consent to vote for the bill. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to say a single 
word, and to do so, I move to increase the amount 
| one dollar. You have the evidence before this 

House that the medical department regard thatas 
a suitable place for a hospital; otherwise they 
would not have selected it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I would inquire whether 
there might not have been other places more suit- 
able; but they could not select another place at 
the time. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The medical depart- 
ment had the range of the city of Washington, and 
they selected these buildings. They were sur- 
rendered in the first place by Judge Douglas him- 
self. The ee selected the buildings 8 
the best here for a hospital. They were the best 
existing buildings in the city. The evidence of 
that you have before you. 

So far as the statement of the gentleman from 
Ohio, in reference to the opinion of the Surgeon 
General, is concerned, I know noth I have 
taken for my guide the action of the Government 
at the time when they were acting in reference to 
this matter. I found theGovernment had selected 
these buildi then Surgeon General was 
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ment of the gentleman from Vermont, build a 
building which will afford the same accommoda- 
tion for the same money. 

Another thing. ‘There are in the rear of this 
building, upon the other end of the lot, large brick 


stables. They were so constructed as to allow of 


»rsons living over them. An expense of $10,000 
will enable the buildings to accommodate six hun- 
dred patients, and when you have done that you 
accommodate as many patients as are accommo- 
dated in any hospital with which I am familiar. 
I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I move that the committee rise 
for the purpose of terminating this debate, so that 
we may have an ret to vote upon this 
proposition, and either defeat or pass the biil. 

he motion was agreed ‘to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. McPuerson reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 

enerally under consideration, and particularly 

ouse bill No. 465, for the purchase of a hospt- 

tal building in the District of Columbia, and had 
come to no resolution thereon. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that all debate 
upon the bill of the House No. 465, be terminated 
in one second after the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union resumes its consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Maine. If it is in order, I 
move that the Committee of the Whole be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of that bill. 

Mr. COX. I raise a point of order on that. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that the rules 


be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union. 

Mr. HOLMAN. For the purpose of testing 
the sense of the House upon this subject, I move 
to lay the bill upon the table. 

Mr.WASHBURNE. The bill is still in com- 
mittee. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not before the 
House. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I rise toa privileged mo- 
tion. I move that the House do now adjourn. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. My motion wasa priv- 
ileged one. 

he SPEAKER. The motion to adjourn takes 
precedence. 

The motion to adjourn was not agreed to. 

The motion of Mr. Ricnarpson was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the House ac- 
cordingly resolved itself into the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. McPuer- 
son in the chair,) and resumed the consideration 
of House bill No. 465, to purchase a hospital in 
the city of Washington, on which all debate was 
closed. 

The pending question being on the substitute 
offered by Mr. Cox, it was put, and the substitute 
was not agreed to. 

Mr. DELANO. [ move that the committee rise 
and report the bill to the House, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to amend that motion 
by inserting the word ‘‘not’”’ before the word 
* pass.” 

he amendment was agreed to. 
The motion, as amended, was agreed to. 


So the committee rose; and Mr. Kexxoaee, of 


Illinois, having taken the chair as Speaker pro tem- 
pore, Mr. McPuerson reported that the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union had, 
according to order, had the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly Toe bill No. 
495, for the purchase of a hospital building in the 
District of Columbia, and had directed him to re- 
port the same to the House with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. 

_Mr. DELANO. I do not desire to occupy the 
ume of the House except to make a statement in 
reference to the future business relating to the 
District of Columbia, so that the House may act 
understandingly. 

It will of course occupy but little time to dispose 
of the question before the House. I do not desire 
to ask that the House shall go into the Committee 
of the Whole again for any extended debate, but 
Ido desire to remind the House that we have been 
in committee under an arrangement which was 
made some two weeks > to by the 


House for the purpose of disposing of the busi- 








ness which then remained in committee pertaining 


to the District of Columbia. We are now about to. 


dispose of a single bill, and it is now four o’clock. 
I do not wish to ask the House again to go into 
commitee for the purpose of taking up another new 
bill, but I wish to state to them that there is buta 
single bill more to which their attention will be 
called extendedly in the Committee of the Whole. 
After the present bill shall have been disposed of 
in the House, I shall ask the House to go into 
committee for the purpose of taking up the only 
remaining bill pending in committee. I am en- 
tirely content with the understanding of the 
House, that we shall adjourn after having dis- 
osed of the pending bill, but I also ask that the 
ouse, mindful of their good faith, shall make the 
next bill the special order when we again go into 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STEVENS. In order to facilitate this 
matter, I call the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore stated the question 
to be upon ordering the bill to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

Mr. POTTER. I rise to a question of order. 
Is not the question on agreeing to the report of 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. That is only a 
recommendation. The Chair has stated the ques- 
tion in the regular order of procedure. 

The question was taken; and the House refused 
to order the bill to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING moved a recon- 
sideration of the vote just taken; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DELANO. I move now to go into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
and I state in advance that it is for the purpose 
of taking up House bill No. 470. 

Mr. TRAIN. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
ten minutes after four o’clock, p. m.) the House 
adjourned until Monday next. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, May 30, 1862. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunDERLAND. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Interior, communicating, in compliance with a 
resolution of the Senate of the 19th instant, in- 
formation in relation to persons who have been 
arrested in the southern district of New York, 
from the Ist day of May, 1852, to the Ist day of 
May, 1862, charged with being engaged in the 
slave trade; also the names and number of vessels 
arrested and boarded within the said periods, 
charged as before named; which was ordered to 
lie on the table, and be printed. 


LAND OFFICE IN COLORADO. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate the amendments of the House of Representa- 
tives to the bill (S. No. 272) to establish a land 
office in Colorado Territory. The amendments 
were, in page 1, line three, after the word ‘‘lands,”’ 
insert *‘ belonging to the United States;’’ in the 
same page, lines four and five, to strike out 
‘* within the Territory of Colorado;’’ in the same 

age, to strike out from the word ‘* before,’’ in 
fine fifteen, to the words ‘* United States,’’ in line 
seventeen, inclusive, and to insert ** within twelve 
months from the filing of such notice;’’ in the 
same page, line five, section two, strike out ‘* Den- 
ver,’’ and insert ‘* Colorado;”’ and at the end of 
the bill insert: 

And be it further enacted, That an act entitled “ An act to 
graduate the price of the public lands to actual settlers and 
cultivators,” be and the same is hereby repealed. 

It is also proposed to amend the title of the bill 
by adding Reenta ‘‘and for other purposes.” 

The amendments were concurred in; and the 
bill as amended read, as follows: 

A bill to establish a land office in Colorado Territory. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United of America in Congress assembled, That 








all the lands belonging to the United States to which the 
Indian tite has been or shail be shall be sub- 
ject to the ‘ons of the act of the 4th of 


September, 1841, and under the conditions, restrictions, and 
stipulations therein mentioned: Provided, however, t 
when unsurveyed lands are claimed by notice 
of the specific tracts claimed shall be filed within six months 
after the survey has been made in the field ; and on failure 
to file such notice, or to pay for the tract claimed within 
twelve months from the Sling of such notice, the parties 
claiming such lands shall forfeit all right thereto, provided 
said notices may be filed with the surveyor ge » and to 
be noted by him on the township plats, until other arrange- 
ments have been made by law for that pu . 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, ‘That public lands 
within the Territory of Colorado to which the Indian title 
is or shall be extinguished shall constitute a new land dis- 
trict, to be called the Colorado district; and the President 
is hereby gathorized to appoint, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, a register and receiver of public 
moneys for said district, who shali be required to reside at 
the place at which said office shall be located, and they 
shall have the same powers, perform the same duties, and 
be entitled to the same compensation as are or may be ~ 
scribed by law in relation to land offices of the United 
States in the State of Kansas. 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That an act entitled 
“* An act to graduate the price of the public lands to actual 
a and cultivators,’ be and the same is hereby re- 
pealed. 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. CLARK presented the petition of James 
F. Stumons, praying compensation for loss sus- 
tained by the illegal seizure of a vessel and cargo 
belonging to him, by Commander Worden, of the 
United States steamer Stars and Stripes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I present 
the petition of Maria Diggs, of Washington, who 
represents that she belongs to Robert C. Brooke, 
of this city; that he has hired her out in the State 
of Maryland for some years; that she has had 
free access to come back and forth to his home; 
and that he has made out a statement to the com- 
missioners of the slaves he owns, but has not in- 
cluded her name. She petitions Congress for some 
declaratory legislation ov that subject. [ do not 
know what disposition to make of it. I will sim- 
ply say, that there isa rumor, which seems to me 
very strange if true, that there is some doubt about 
these commissioners deciding that slaves owned 
by persons in the District and hired out by them 
to persons outside of the District are made free by 
the act. I supposed, when we passed the act, a 
slave owned in the District, and, by the master’s 
consent, hired out of it, would be free, because 
the residence of the master is the residence of the 
slave. I present the petition, and move that it lie 
on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, presented 
the petition of Phebe Griffin, praying the discharge 
of her son, William Griffin, from the penitentiary, 
where he is confined under an alleged illegal sen- 
tence by a court-martial; which was referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. KENNEDY presented the petition of 
George L. Stockett, praying compensation for a 
slave taken beyond the limits of the State of Ma- 
ryland, in April last, by the troops of the United 
States; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. . 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, from the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to 
whom was referred the bill (S. No. 294) for the 
better organization of the Adjutant General’s de- 
partment, reported it without amendment. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to whom was referred the report of 
the Court of Claims on the claim of George Mc- 
Dougall, reported a joint resolution (S. No. 87) 
in relation to the claim of George McDougall; 
which was read, and passed to a third reading. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
73) supplementary to the act entitled ‘* An act to 
authorize protection to be given to citizens of the 
Uniied States, who may discover deposits of 
guano,” approved August 18, 1856, reported it 
adversely. : 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. No. 275) to increase the 
compensation of surveyors of customs at Alban 
and Troy, and for other purposes, reported it 
with amendment. 

Mr. COWAN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
144) to punish frauds on the Treasury of the 
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Tnited States, asked to be discharged from its 
further consideration; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill (8. No. 155) to punish cer- 
tain offenses, asked to be discharged from its fur- 
ther consideration; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of James 
McAllister, praying for a pension, submitted an 
adverse report; which was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of Mrs. Sidney A. Har- 
rison, widow of Major Thomas Harrison, pray- 
ing for a pension, submitted an adverse report; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARRIS, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the joint resolution 
(3. No. 76) relating to the compensation of Sen- 
ators clected or appointed to fiil vacancies, re- 
ported it with an amendment. 


MILITARY ASYLUM FUND. 
Mr. NESMITH. 


duced a resolution calling on the Secretary of 
War for a report of the condition of the Soldier’s 
Home. 1 understand that report was made yes- 
terday while | was out of my seat, and laid on 
the table. 
Committee on Military Affairs. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. 
ferred. 


It will be so re- 


IMPRISONMENT OF SOLDIERS. 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I ask leave 


to submit the following resolution; and as itisa 
resolution for information, I suppose no one will 
object to its consideration; 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be requested 
to furnish the Senate with a copy of the correspondence 
between him and the War Department upon the subject of 
imprisoning soldiers and volunteers in the penitentiary in 
this District, including a copy of the opinions on that sub- 
ject of the Attorney General and of the Assistant Secretary 
of the Interior. 


This resolution calls for information which will 
throw some light on this subject, that is exciting 


a great deal of attention; for | understand we have || "The column on the left encountered the strongest opposi- 


some seventy or eighty soldiers confined in the 


Some time since 1 intro- | 
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States, by Mr. Nicotay, his Secretary, announced | 
that the President had this day approved and _ 
signed the following acts: 

An act (S. No. 187) to reduce the expenses of | 
the survey and sale of the public lands in the | 
United States; and 

An act (S. No. 317) for the benefit of Robert 


Small, and others, 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


mittee on the Judiciary, to whom were referred 


| the amendments of the House of Representatives 


to Senate bill No. 43, to prevent and punish fraud 


| on the part of the officers intrusted with making 


| 
| cur in the amendments of the House, 
| they will meet with no opposition, I should be | 

| glad to have the amendments acted on now. \| 
j 


|| were on page 2, after the word ‘* me,’’ to insert the 
I now ask that it be referred to the | 


|| source that the rebels left Corinth last night, and General 


|| tion. 


penitentiary here under the sentence of courts- | 


martial, and there are many who believe it is un- 
just and illegal. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 


BATTLE OF WILLIAMSBURG. 


Mr. TEN EYCK submitted the following res- |} 


olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Uhat the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate a copy of the official report of Brig- 
adier General Joseph Hooker, in command of the third 
army eorps, United States Army, relating to the recent bat- 
tle at Williamsburg, Virginia, on the Sth day of May last. 


LANDS FOR HISTORICAL SOCIETIES. 


Mr. TEN EYCK submitted the following res- 
olution; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of donating a por- 
tion of the public lands to the several States and Territo- 
ries for the benefit of historical and antiquarian societies ; 
and to report by bill or otherwise. 


NAVAL IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. WRIGHT submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Sceeretary of the Navy be, and he is 
hereby, requested to communicate to the Senate why an 
order, issued on the 7th of November tast hy Com ore 
Smith, for the trial, testing, and experimenting of improve- 
ments claimed by Martin Bishop, of Indiana, in the con- 
etruction ofvessels of war by which timber is used endwise, 
and other ithproveinents, has not been tested by inspection 
aud target-shooting, as required by the order aforesaid. 

Mr. CLARK. That had better lic over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If objected to it 


must lie over. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FESSENDEN asked, and by unanimous 
consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S, No. 
334) to amend an act entitled “An act in addition 
to the act entitled ‘An act for the panishment of 
certain crimes against the United States,’ ap- 
proved March 26, 1804; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 
A message from the President of the United 


i 
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|| of prisoners captured. 





| 
War Department, May 30—11.15, a. m. 


| 
Mr. COWAN. I am instructed by the Com- 


of contracts for the Government, to report them | 
back, with a recommendation that the Senate con- 
As I think | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania asks the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to consider the amendments of the House 
to the bill indicated by him at this time. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded | 
to consider the amendments of the House, which | 


word * personally,’’ and in line nine of page Q, | 
after the word ** any,’’ to insert the words ** such | 
benefit or advantage.”’ 

The amendments were concurred in. 


| 
AFFAIRS AT CORINTH. | 





Mr. SHERMAN presented the following dis- || 
patch; which was read: 
Official Bulletin. | 


A telegraphic dispatch just received from an unofficial | 





May 30, 


So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
resumed the consideration of the bill (S. No. 298) 
donating public lands to the several States and 
Territories which may provide colleges for the 
benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts, the 

ending question being on the amendment of Mr, 

ane, of Kansas, to insert at the end of section 
two, the following proviso: 

“ind provided further, That not more than one million 
acres shall be located by such assignee in any one of the 
States: And provided further, ‘hat no such Jocation shall 
be made before one year from the passage of this act. 

Mr. HOWE. Mr. President 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. } believe I was entitled 
to the floor. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Kansas is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WADE, The gentleman will allow me. 
I have looked into and considered this amend- 
ment. Ido not see that it is very objectionable, 
1 shall not resist it myself, but leave it to the Sen- 
ate to say whether they will permit it to be added 
to the Lill or not. [lt was suggested by the Sen- 











| ator from Iowa (Mr. Haruan] that he thought 
| it would embarrass somewhat the execution of 
the bill in regard to the location of the scrip; but 


really I do not see any great objection to it. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas. | desire to state to the 
Senator from Ohio that I conversed with the Sen- 


| ator from lowa yesterday on the subject to which 


he alludes, and showed him how it could be done 
without embarrassment. I trust the Senate will 


| adoptthe amendment. I have endeavored to show 


that it is fair, that it allows double the amount of 
land that should be taken pro rata from Kansas, 
and I have before stated that our school lands 
have not been selected, that our railroad lands 





Nelson occupied their intrenchments at eight o’clock this 
| morning. 

Camp on Conintu Roan, May 29, 1862. 
Hon. E. M. Stanton: 

Three strong reconnoitering columns advanced this morn- | 
| ing on the right, center, and left wing to feel the enemy and 
| unmask his batteries. Enemy hotly contested his ground 
| at each point, but was driven back with considerable logs. 


Our loss twenty-five killed and wounded. The en- 
emy left thirty dead on the field. Losses at other points 
not yetascertained. Some five or six officers and a nuinber | 
The fighting will probably be re- 
newed to-inorrow morning at day break. ‘The whole coun- 
try is so thickly wooded that we are compelled to feel our 
way. i. W. HALLECK, Major General. 


LAND TO AGRICULTURAL COLLEGES. 


Mr. WADE. I move to postpone all prior | 
| orders, and take up the bill granting lands to agri- 


|| cultural colleges. 


| Mr. SUMNER. Before that is done I hope 
| the Senate will pass a resolution, offered by me 
two or three days age, calling on the War Depart- 
_ment for certain papers. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
| from Ohio withdraw his motion for that purpose ? 
| Mr. WADE. No,sir. I have withdrawn it 
| so often that | shall never get it through unless I 
| stand by it, and I want the Senate now to dispose 
| of it. 
The VICE PRESIDENT put the question, and 
| declared that the noes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WADE. Let us have the yeas and nays 
as a test on it. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. That bill 
comes up in just five minutes, at half past twelve 
o’clock. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will state 
that the bill will not come up at half past twelve 
o’clock without a motion. It lost its position in 
the morning hour yesterday. 

The yeas and nays were taken. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to state, simply, 





the reason why Judge Cottamer has not an- 
swered to hisname. He informed me this morn- 
ing that he was quite unwell, and probably should 
not be able to be in the Senate to-day. I mention 
the fact to account for his not voting on this motion. 

The result was announced—yeas 27, nays 9; 
as follows: | 

YEAS—Meesrs. Anthony, Carlile, Chandler, Clark, 
Cowan, Da Dixon, Dooli Fessenden, Foot, Foster, 
Hate, ennedy, Lane of Indiana, Latham, Morrill, 
Saulsbury, Sherman, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Willey, Wilmot, and Wilson of Massachu- 


have not been given to us, and I think it very 
proper that [ should remind the Senate that the 
party in power heretofore offered to give to Kan- 
| sas, if she would adopt slavery, five millions of 
acres of land for railroad purposes. We resisted 
that, and have as yet received no railroad lands, 
| and have as yet not selected our school lands. 

| I desire to say to Senators that the system they 
have adopted precludes our selecting school lands, 
and at the proper time I am going to call the at- 
tention of the Senate to it. You granted to Kan- 
sas the sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections in each 
township, but you passed a resolution in the spring 
| of 1857 that gave the preémptors the right to set- 
| Ue school lands before the lines are run. You 
| keep back our surveys, and the settlements are 
| in advance of the school lands continually. They 
| are now in advance of our surveys. You are 
pushing our school lands westward daily,and now 
you propose to pass a bill which, if my amend- 
ment is not adopted, will absorb even those school 
lands West and give the holders of scrip under this 
bill the choice of the lands. 

The Senator from lowa, [Mr. Harian,] who 
is not now in his seat—I wish he were here—un- 
dertook the other day to correct me ina statement 
that I made as to this bill. He said that I was 
mistaken. I said that States which, had public 
land within their limits below the minimum price 
of $1 25 an acre, were not compelled under the 
hws. of the bill to select the land within their 

orders. He denied it promptly and squarely. 
Now I call the attention of the Senate to the pro- 
vision to which I alluded: 

And whenever there are public lands ina State the mini- 
mum price of which has not been reduced, under the grad- 
uation laws, below $1 25 per acre, the quantity to which 
said State shall be entitled shall be selected from such lands, 
and the Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to issue 
to those a) in which there are no public lands of the 
value of $1 25 per acre, land scrip to the amount of their 
| distributive shares in acres under the provisions of this act, 

said scrip to be sold by said States and the thereot 
applied to the uses and purposes prese in this act, and 





for no other use or purpose whatsoever. 

We have this morning repealed the graduation 
law, but the repealing act has not yet been signed 
by the President. Under the provisions of this 
bill, Missouri will have the right to go into Kan- 
sas and enter 270,000 acres of our land, while she 

has within her border 3,005,467 acres of public 
land. Alabama, with 6,938,000 acres within her 
border, will be entitled to enter 270,000 acres of 
land in ra Pate. Mississi ep eo — 

will beenti enter acres. P 
et Me will be allowed to come 


acres. , 
‘will be entitled to come in 
y striking out that provision 


jana, with 3,309 
into our State and | 
with | ( 
for 90,000 acres. 
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of the bill and compelling the States to take the 
land within their borders you will do an act of 
justice, and I hope the Senate will so amend the 

ill, and not allow States to come into Kansas and 
take our lands, when they have large quantities 
within their own borders. 

Mr. CLARK. There was one statement made 
by the Senator from Kansas which, in the broad 
way in which he stated it, would convey a wrong 
impression, and that is that the settlements were 
in advance of the surveys. The Senator well 
knows that application has been made to the Sen- 
ate this year for an appropriation of money for 
the survey of lands in Kansas, and he well knows 
that matter has been examined, and I think he 
well knows that in the Territory of Nebraska and 
State of Kansas there are about eighteen or nine- 
teen millions of acres of land already surveyed, 
which have not been taken up. ow, it may 
be true, that in certain directions, upon certain 
streams, the settlements may have gone in ad- 


vance of the surveys; but when the statement is | 


made in the broad way in which the Senator from 
Kansas made it, a wrong impression would be 
conveyed by it, because there is a large amount 


of land in his State already surveyed, which is || 


not taken up. There is abundance of land there 
surveyed and ready for settlement, if anybody 
chooses to buy it. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. It may be well for me 
to state to the Senator from New Hampshire and 
to the members of the Senate that while in figures 
Kansas seems to have a large amount of surplus 


land—forty-four millions of acres—which might | 


be taken under the provisions of this bill, it is not 
true in poina of fact. I suppose it is safe for me 
to say that one half of the public lands of Kansas 
are not desirable lands. Ww 

of Kansas over twenty millions of acres of what 
would be called arable land. I stated to the com- 
mittee of which the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire is a member, in advocacy of the proposition 
for an appropriativn for surveys, that the settle- 
ments in that portion of Kansas that are desirable 


were in advance of the surveys, and would con- | 
tinue to be,as you erty your lands, and as you | 


have been in the habit of surveying them. ‘The 
true policy is to survey all the lands of a State at 


once, and let the State have the lands to which | 


she is entitled; and then, if you want to give the 
rest away, do itafter she has made her selections. 
Weare entitled, it seems to me, to the selection 
of Ahe school lands, section sixteen and thirty- 
six, before the people of other States come in and 
take our lands. Common schools have a prefer- 
ence over colleges. We have not selected those 
two sections yet. Then, if you treat Kansas as 


you have treated all the other new States, we are | 


entitled to five millions of actes of land for rail- 
road purposes, for not an acre has been given to 
us as yet. I am not complaining of it; but I have 
stated, and I repeat the statement, that the Dem- 
ocratic party offered Kansas five millions of acres 
of land if she would bea slave State. We believed 
that the Republican party, now in power, would 
double that for the makmg of Kansas free. My 
colleague and myself went around among the peo- 
ple of Kansas when that proposition was pending, 
and assured them that if they would reject that 
bribe, it would have the effect to bring the Repub- 
lican party into power, and that the Republican 
party would cherish and watch over them as the 


mother watches over the child. You now pro-- 


pose to take from yourselves the ability to do 
anything for Kansas. 

r. CLARK. As the Senator interrupted me 
when I was entitled to the floor, | will take occa- 
sion now to interrupt him, for I want, if | can, to 
pat that thing in its true light before the country. 

have heard, several times, that same thing ad- 
vanced by the Senator from Kansas, that the 
Democratic party offered them land if they would 
vote for the English bill, and that now the Re- 
publican party is to give them more. I want to 
rs my Senator from ree if 7 eee * cast 
that dis ment upon the people of his State. 
Did be Votes caake Mavanh a tes State because 
you could get more land from the Republican 
party, and get a bigger bribe, or did you vote for 
the interest of freedom to secure it to freedom— 
which? Ido not like the po pare cast upon 
the freemen of any portion of the country, that 
they voted to make a State a free State in order to 
getabigger landgrab. It was because they wanted 


e have notin the State | 














to make a free State, to carry free institutions with 
all their blessings over that wide country, that I 
trust the Senator from Kansas, and those who 
advocated it with him, went to make it a free 
State, and not to get moreland. Am I not right? 
I desired to deal fairly and liberally with the inter- 
ests of Kansas; | desired to deal fairly and liber- 
ally with the Senators from Kansas, and I do hope 
it will never be proclaimed to the country again 
that you refused the ** English swindle’? because 
you could get more land from the Republican party. 

Mr. LANE of Kansas. We met the argument 
in every neighborhood in Kansas, and that argu- 
ment was, ** adopt this bribe and you will build up 
in every county in Kansas a railroad.’’ We met 
that argument by assuring the people of Kansas 
that the rejection of that English bribe would have 


the effect to bring the Republican party into power, | 
and we assured them they would not lose any- | 


thing in a financial point of view. Sir, let me say 


to the Senator from New Hampshire that the peo- | 
ple of Kansas have evidenced their devotion to | 


principle. You claim for New Hanipshire great 


| credit for bearing the burdens of this war for a 
rr r | 
The people of Kansas have borne || 


twelvemonth. 


it for six long years without faltering. The peo- || 


ple of Kansas adopted freedom from principle, in 
the advocacy of which they were willing to lay 
down their lives. They were sought to be seduced 





by the argument that | have referred to, and we | 


met itin every neighborhood in the way that I 
have referred to. ‘lhe people of Kansas require 
no eulogies from me. Their history is before the 
world, and by that history they are willing to 
abide. 

We are asking here to-day for that people jus- 
tice. We are asking that the Constitution of the 
United States may not be trampled under foot to 
her injury. We say that this bill, in our opinion, 
is in contravention of that Constitution. Ido not 
propose to quote such Presidents as Pierce and 
Buchanan, both of whom have declared that such 
a bill as this is incompatible with the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. The Committee on 
Public Lands of the House of Representatives 
yesterday rejected the provisions of this bill, and 
reported against it; and yet here it is persisted in. 


| I have at last got the consent of the chairman to 


give us a year to select our school Jands. I have 
at last got the permission of the chairman that only 


four times the amount of our pro rata shall be | 
The public lands of Kan- | 


taken from Kansas. 
sas, as I estimate them, amount to twenty million 


acres; and our share in this grant would not ex- | 


for her citizens; that the bartering or dealing in 
public lands, or authorizing the bartering or the 
| dealing in them, is cruel and sinful. I look upon 
land as | do upon air and water, in this Govern- 
ment. The Government should act as the gaard- 
ian, and should not barter nor aid in the barter 
of public lands, but should hold each and every 
acre a free gift to the actual settler. 
Mr.WRIGHT. As} shail voteagainst thig bill, 
[ desire to stute my objections to it; and [should 
like to have the ear both of my eastern and west- 
ern friends. Asa western man—if | allude to that 
section of the country it is not-from any desire to 
| excite any sectional feeling—I must say that I 
think this proposition, at this time, ill-advised for 
many considerations, and obeying, as I believe, 
the will of my people, I shall vote against it. In 
the first place, | think the policy referred to by the 
| Senator from Kansas a good one. All western 
men must feel its force. Nothing is so disadvan- 
tageous to a new State as to have a large amount 
of its land held by non-residents prior to its set- 
tlement. The Senate is aware that in all our con- 
stitutions we have a provision that taxation must 
| be uniform, and consequently it throws an im- 
mense burden upon the actual residents of the 
new State. 
But that is not the only objection I have to this 
| bill. No man can deny the fact that our eastern 
| friends are going to support this bill; it is inevit- 





|| able. Is this the proper time to present this ques- 


tion? You had an indication in the House yes- 
| terday on this subject, and if you will wait about 
| six months longer, you will have another inti- 
| mation there; for there is a country and section 
| called the West, and they will have twenty-one 
| more votes in the House six months hence than 
| they have now. It seems to me it is prudent to 
wait. I think it would be at least pradent on the 
part of those who look to the interests of the 
whole of this country, to wait untilthe new House 


|| assembles, and particularly when nearly one half 


the seats in this Chamber are vacant, on a question 
to affect the whole of this country. I confess I am 


| a little astonished at my eastern friends pressing 
|| this question now. 
| 


|| There is one thing in New England I have al- 


ceed two hundred thousand acres.” My amend- | 


ment proposes to give you the privilege of enter- 
ing one million of acres within our border. The 
idea of giving to Florida, with nine millions of 
public domain, according to the provisions of this 


bill, the privilege of going into Kansas and select- 


° ° . ° i} 
ing ninety thousand acres, meets with no favor 


with me. The idea of giving a sovereign State 
the right of entering the public domain of another 
sovereign State meets no approbation of mine. It 
is contrary to the theory of our Government. 

[ grant that you provide that New Hampshire 
may hold land in Kansas, but before she holdsit, 
she may transfer it to another person, to an indi- 


vidual; but New Hampshire has the right, under | 


the provisions of this bill, to hold the title, the sov- 
ereign title, the fee to lands in-a State as sovereign 
as she is. The State of Virginia has the power 
to hold the title to land in as sovereign a State as 
she is; and under the provisions of this bill, as I 
stated the other day, the State of Virginia may 
transfer that scrip to emancipated slaves and send 
those emancipated slaves into Kansas. It is, in 
my Opinion, in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States. While I do not desire to offer any 
opposition to anything that will benefit the old 
States, for I know they have been libéral to the 
new States, I do say it is cruel to the five or six 
hundred thousand soldiers now in your Army, to 
say to them, after having passed the homestead 
bill, that they must act secondary to the erection 
of colleges, and that if they get these lands they 
must get them by building colleges in each of the 
States of this Union. It is in dirett conflict with 
the homestead bill. 1am one of those who believé 
that God never designed or intended that this Gov- 
ernment should receive one single cent for her pub- 
licland. I believe that God has made her the 
guardian, and that she is to hold that land and 
part with it for no other purpose than for homes 


| 
| 


ways loved. I love that feature of her system 
by which her taxes and their distribution are made 
very nearly at the same door. I do not believe 
myself that aschool fund is asymuch advantage to 
any people as is generally supposed. When the 
people are taxed for school purposes, or for any 
other, and that money is levied and appropriated 
directly among them, in an experience of twenty 
years [ have found it more salutary and bene- 
ficial than a large fund, in too many instances the 
_ cause of imprudent expenditures, and frequently 
| of frauds and speculation. 

Sir, | consider this bill all wrong; but if Sena- 
| tors desire to pass it, there is another class in this 
country who should receive some consideration. 
With five hundred thousand of your men in the 
field, there is another interest in this country, and 
| the Senate could be much better engaged in look- 
| ing after them. If this fund is to be raised in 
| this way, 1 would much rather devote it to the 
| education of the females in the land, Do not be 
| 


startled, gentlemen; it is so. Look at the condi- 


|| tion of your country to-day; look at your halfa 


million of men in the Army, with neglected daugh- 
tersand sisters to be raised and educated. It would 
| much better become the Senate of the United 
States, and be much more appropriate, if they 
were providing some means by which labor could 
be furnished to a thousand females in this city by 
means of copying, or something else, or in edu- 
cating the females of the land. They must do one 
of three things: either go to teaching, or sewing, 
or they must, many of them, lead abandoned 
lives, while you have this immense Army in the 
field. If you have anything to give to colleges, 
you éould be much better engaged in devoting this 
fund to the education of the females of the land. 

But, sir, it seems to be a foregone conclusion 
that this bill has got to pass. The language of the 
Senator from New Hampshire was very strong. 
He says he is willing to deal fairly and liberally 
with the new States. That language may be used 
now; but, sir, there is a people called the West, 
and that language would not be so appropriate if 
| they were felt in the House as they soon will be. 
| It is true, this land is not the property of one sec- 
| tion of the country alone; but here you propose 
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to give to New York a bonus ofa million of acres; 
in six months her scrip will go out to be located 
all over the West and will be held for years, while 
the honest settler goes upon the land, makes im- 
provements, builds roads and school-houses and 
churches, Sir, as one western man I am not read 
to vote for any such proposition. | prefer to wait 
until we can have twenty-one more votes in the 
House. 

Mri GRIMES. Does not this very land scrip 
when located assist in building school-houses and 
roads? 

Mr. WRIGHT. Who goes upon it? 

Mr. GRIMES. No matter whether anybody 
goes on it or not; it is subject to taxation the mo- 
ment it is entered. 

Mr. WRIGHT. My answer is, the moment 
it belongs to a corporation they will hold it their 
own time before offering it for sale. 

Mr. GRIMES, It cannot be owned by the 
State. It is to be sold on the issuing of the scrip. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Whocontrols it? Does not 
the Legislature of the State control it, wher it shall 
be sold, and how it shall be sold? 

Mr. GRIMES. The State of New York can- 
not control this actif it passes into a law; and this 
act provides that certain scrip shall be given to the 


State; but it cannot be used by the State except by” 
selling it to persons who choose to go and locate || 


it. The moment it is located, then the title inures 
to the benefit of the holder, and becomes subject 
to taxation, 

Mr. WRIGHT. ‘Then, if I understand the Sen- 
ator, the scrip is issued and sold to men in New 
York or anywhere else. 

Mr. GRIMES, Anybody who has a mind to 


buy it. 

Mr. WRIGHT. That makes it still more 
objectionable to me. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. With the permission 
of the Senator from Indiana, I should like to ask 
the Senator from lowa a question. How is it 
with a State that has agreed solemnly with the 


General Government not to tax the land within | 


her borders for five years after entry? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Those are the General 
Government lands. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. No lands are to be 
sold belonging to the General Government. 

Mr. HARLAN. 
States have agreed to such an arrangement? 

Mr. GRIMES. None where there are any pub- 
lic lands left. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 


Senator from lowa 


I desire to ask the 





The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 


Indiana is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Itis utterly out of the ques- 
tion for any man to satisfy me that when we give 
this land to a State it does not place it under their 
control, to a great extent, and in such a way and 


manner that they may hold that land for years. | 


It is not possible for Congress to pass an act by 
which it can be prevented. It is the property of 
the State for certain purposes, and she must have 
her own time and way as to the manner in which 
she will appropriate it. 

But I have another objection, as a western man, 
to this measure. I have long looked forward to 
the time when we should be able to pass a home- 


stead bill; and as an advocate of the homestead || 


bill, [desire to enter my protest against this meas- 
ure. Besides, looking at it not with reference to 
my own section alone, it is entering on a system 
that will do no practical good. It will build up in 
certain States a certain interest. That interest 
would be much better off if left alone. That in- 
terest, now, under the organization of our State 
agricultural institutions, relying on voluntary aid 
and subscription, does not require this measure 
for the improvement of the country. There are 
far higher and greater interests that demand the 
support of this Government, if it was required. 
Then, when | look at another thing, the credit of 


this nation, the vast debt we have made, and the | 


implied faith resting upon us towards our cred- 





I should like to inquire what | 


1 the tax bill or any other bill. 
|| for it. 
|| for the Congress of the United States, in the 
|| present condition of things to adjourn, even if it 
|| had nothing to do. 
|| paid a salary by the year, and who are supposed, 
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The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is 
on agreeing to the amendment submitted by the 
Senator from Kansas, (Mr. Lane.] 

Mr. POMEROY. I have no objection to tak- 
ing the vote on thatamendment. There are other 
amendments that I desire to introduce, but if the 
Senate are ready to vote, I will not occupy an 
time now. Iam in favor of the amendments <A 
ready reported. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. 
and nays on the amendment. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 
having expired, the special order of the day is now 
before the Senate. 

Mr. WADE. 
other orders until we take a vote on this bill. 
{**Oh, no.”’]_ Then there is no use in taking this 
bill up unless we can have unlimited time upon 
it. We understand now that it is the intention 
to oppose it as far as possible. 

Mr.FESSENDEN. After we get through the 
tax bill you can take it up. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire to say a word. 
My colleague will see from the action of the com- 
mittee of the House of Representatives against 
| this bill, that it is hardly probable it will pass at 
| the present session. I think, therefore, the time 
| occupied in its consideration now would be reall 
wasted, and I hope we shall take up the tax bill. 
As it has been defeated by a decided majority of 
the Committee on Public Lands of the House, I 
think that that is an indication of the action of 
the House on the bill for this session. 

Mr. WADE. Iam no guardian of the action 
of the House. This bill is before the Senate; I 
believe it is a good bill, and whether it is or not, 
I want the Senate to pass upon it. They will 
undoubtedly pass upon it, independent of any ac- 
tion of the House, and when they take it up they 
will do what they please with it. I should be 
glad to have the question taken now. 
believe it will take long. 


Mr. CLARK. The Senator from Ohio will 


I ask for the yeas 





|| the Committee on Finance gave notice yesterday 
that he wanted to press the tax bill through 
to-day and to-morrow, if possible. Perhaps it 
would be better to let him make that effort to-day 
and to-morrow. We can continue the consider- 
ation of this bill during the morning hour, and 


the first of the week. 
the bill, and desire to use every effort to get it 
through, but I think we had better let the tax 
bill come uprat the present time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to say one word 
about this pressing a bill through to-day and to- 
morrow. Iam utterly opposed to any attempt by 
a prolonged session to pass this long tax bill to- 
day or to-morrow. I do notappreciate the neces- 
sity for it. I cannot conceive why it should be 
urged that that bill is to go through to-day and to- 
morrow. 
there is no doubt Congress will pass it; but we 
| are not bound to adjourn at any particular time, 
|| and I must say that I doubt the propriety of Con- 
] gress adjourning in the present condition of the 
| country; and until we see that there is a propriety 
|| in our leaving here, we may as well take our time 
|| and dispose of this tax bill, and other bills. Ido 
not wish to prolong the discussion on the tax bill, 
| but | am utterly opposed to a long and protracted 
| session, in the present condition of things, to pass 
I see no necessity 
I believe it would be an unfortunate step 








| 


I believe members who are 


| at any rate, to be doing something to maintain the 
|| honor and integrity of the Union, have no excuse 
| for deserting their places here, when their brothers 
|, and children are in the field, sleeping upon the 
| ground, exposing their lives and their health to 
maintain this Government. I do not think that 
|, members of Ccngress, for their own convenience, 


itors, I think this fund should not be diverted in || should leave their places here; and therefore I do 


this way. Ido not regard itas any diversion when 
we grantlands for homesteads, When a man goes 
upon the land to cultivate it, he is adding to the 
wealth of the country in the true way. As one 
of the representatives of a western State, I wish 
to enter my opposition, and shall cast my 
against this measure in any and every form. 


vote : 


not appreciate the necessity of pushing the bill 
through in a night session. I hope no such ses- 
sions will be held. 

Not only that, sir: I am utterly preeees to pro- 
longing the daily sessions beyond the usual hour. 
We have sat more hours this session than ever be- 
fore since I came here, and I believe ever before 





I will move to postpone all | 





I do not | 


allow me to suggest to him that the chairman of | 


we shall have more scope for its consideration | 
I am heartily in favor of | 


I know we have got a tax bill to pass; | 
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in the history of the Government. We have met 
at twelve o’clock, and sat every day until five 
o’clock, and frequently until half past five, regu- 
larly, and last week we sat Saturday and all. That 
was never done before since I have been a mem- 
ber; and I think if you will look back into the 
records of Congress, you will find no session when 
the members have n in their seats so many 
hours as during the present session of Congress. 
{ am willing to sit here if there is an urgency for 
the passage of any matter; but does it make any 
difference whether the tax bill be passed to-day, 
the 30th day of May, or on the Ist day of June? 

1 say this, merely not to be precluded by the re- 
marks that were made by the Senator from New 
Hampshire this morning, and which were made 
by the Senator from Maine yesterday, that it is 
understood we are to continue here to-night for 
the purpose of pressing through the bill. I do 
not want any such understanding, so far as | am 
concerned. If the Senate think proper to do it, 
very well; but it was to preclude that idea that 1 
have risen at all. 

Mr.CLARK. I was not aware of having said 
one word to that effect. I did not say one word 
in regard to an adjournment of Congress. I did 
not say one word abouta 2 og session. I simpl 
said that the chairman of the Committee on Fi- 
nance had yesterday given us notice that he wanted 
to get the tax bill through to-day and to-morrow, 
and that if we should let this other matter go to 
the first of next week we should have more room 
and scope to consider it. Tam as willing as the 
Senator from Illinois to sit here just as long as 
either the passage of Jaws or the situation of the 
country requires us to be here. I did not say one 
word about going away. I have not expressed a 
wish in public about going away—not a word. I 
am ready to sit here at my desk and attend to my 
duty as cheerfully as he will; but that isno reason 
why we should not select the best time and best 
method of accomplishing a certain thing. My 
judgment was, that if we let the tax bill be taken 
up to-day and to-morrow—I may be mistaken— 
that the first of the week 

Mr. SUMNER. Why to-morrow? 

Mr. CLARK. Because I think we should sit 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WADE. If you had stopped talking we 
could have had a vote on this bill. 

Mr. CLARK. I am willing to stop talking, but 
the Senator should have made the suggestion to 
the Senator from Illinois, who made a long speech 
which called for seine reply from me. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Not very long. 

Mr. CLARK. Longer than mine, and I do not 
know why the Senator from Ohio should apply 
the gag to me. 

Mr. WADE. I.do not wish to apply any gag. 
You may talk until September if you like. 

Mr. CLARK. Ido not propose to talk; but I 
shall sit down in my own time, and not when ad- 
monished to sit down by the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I wish to saya single 
word in explanation simply. I believe it is due 
to myself that! should gay it. We have had this 
bill under consideration in the Senate my day 
since Wednesday of last week, and I think it is 
time we should get through with it. I said to the 
Senate yesterday that I desired it to be disposed 
of this week, and I do; but I cannot control, nor 
shall I attempt to control, the Senate. 1 merely 
expressed a wish on the subject. The amount of 
what the Senator from Illinois says is simply this: 
that he will be governed by his own judgment; 
that if the majority of the Senate decide they 
want to do it, he will say it is not binding on 
him. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I did not say that. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is the amount of it. 
That is the plain inference from what the Senator 
said. Those were not his words. I said I should 
ask the Senate to finish the bill this week, if pos- 
sible. I suppose by the time we get to half past 
four, when I call for the yeas and nays on the 
ore of adjournment, it will be found that gen- 
tlemen are not here; that those who are determ- 
ined they will be governed by their our judgment 
are not here, have gone home, and there is no 
quorum. They have a right to do it, and 1 can- 
“i went Se Vette ne day I 

ere is one r thing that 1 wish . 
deem it important to the public business that we 
should finish this bill, and finish it pretty soon. I 
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deem it important to myself to get through with 
it. After a month of constant labor upon this 
bill—for nobody has had the responsibility of the 
work about it that I have had, though gentlemen 
around me do not seem to understand it—from 
nine o’clock in the morning until five in the even- 
ening, and a large portion of the time working 
nights upon it, I am admonished that | cannot 
stand it many days longer, and I have been ad- 
monished by my friends that I cannot stand it any 
more. If the Senate will insist on dragging it out, 
all I have to say is, I must give it up, and they 
must take charge of it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. My friend from Maine has 
ae the best possible reason for not urging the 

ill through at this railroad speed. Physieally, 
he himself is pretty much broken down. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I said I deemed it of great 
importance that we should finish it. It goesinto 
operation on the Ist day of July. There is not 
time enough left now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. It will go into operation 
whenever Congress declares it shall, whether it 
is the Ist day of July or the 10th day of July. It 
did not pass the House of Representatives to go 
into operation on the first of the fiscal year. They 
thought there was no importance in that. They 

assed it to go into operation in June or May. 

hat has been altered in the Senate. It makes no 
difference whether it is the Ist of July or the 10th 
of July; and the Senator from Maine has given 
the very best reason in the world why it should 
not be pressed by late sittings, and out of consid- 
eration to him we ought not to press it in this way. 
He tells us he has worked uponit from nine o’clock 
in the morning until five o’clock in the evening, 
and oftentimes in the night, until his friends ad- 
monish him that he cannot undergo this contin- 
uous labor. Then what is the remedy? Why, 
take the thing deliberately. This great measure— 
as the Senator from Rhode Island told us yester- 
day, the most important upon which Congress 
ever deliberated—which has cost the Senator from 
Maine so much labor, is to go through here at 
this railroad speed; and how are members of the 
Senate to understand it? I do not expect to un- 
derstand it very thoroughly, I admit. I hope to 
understand the great features of the bill, and I ex- 
pect to be governed in my vote by the suggestions 


which may be presented to the consideration of | 


the Senate by the gentlemen who have examined 
this matter to some extent, and to a very consid- 
erable extent. The other suggestion of the Sen- 
ator, that I would not be governed by the decis- 
ion of the Senate, is wholly gratuitous. I said no 
such thing. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Substantially. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Not substantially nor in- 
ferentially. I said nothing of the’kind. Does it 
follow that I am opposed to the Senate, because 
I do not fall into the Senator’s view about sitting 
here at night? Does he speak for the Senate? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Notat all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then how am I opposed 
to the Senate? Suppose the Senate vote not to 
sit here to-night. Then the Senator, I suppose, 
is opposed to the Senate on that ground. I take 
it, every individual member of the Senate will act 
upon his Peet in regard to this and other 
questions. Ifa majority of the Senate vote to sit 
here at night, I do not think there is anything in 
Py, previous history or action in the Senate from 
which to infer that [ would not be here at night. 
I think the Senator will tax his recollection in 
vain for any night session since 1 have been a 
member of the Senate that I have not been here; 
but, sir, because I am here, a majority of the Sen- 
ate having determined to come here, it does not 
follow that of choice | would have been here. I 
should prefer not to have the night session; and 
I trust we may not have it. The only reason | 
said anything was, that it seemed by the state- 
ment of the Senator from Maine yesterday, and 
the allusion tg it by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire to-day—for he did allude to it, and alluded 
to it as taking it for granted; Iso understood him 
—that we should somehow be understood as as- 
senting to this proposition. I should oppose a 
night session. 

_Mr. SUMNER. I must say I sympathize en- 
tirely with what the Senator from Illinois h-s said. 
If I recollect aright this bill was under discussion 
in the House of Representatives more than three 
weeks, and it is well known that there are rules 





| for the limit of debate in that body which do not 
prevail here. 
Mr. HALE. But which ought to prevail here. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire says, which ought to prevail here. They do 
not prevail here, and we are to take things as a 
are. Now, sir, shall we limit discussion; shall 
we cut it off? There are no rules by which itcan 
be done; but itis proposed to do itin another way; 
that is, by night sessions; by protracting the daily 
sessions; in short, by pressing this bill to a final 
vote. I do not think that advisable. I think the 
topics involved too important to be treated in that 
summary way. Why, sir, beyond al! the details 


not approached, the question opened yesterday by 


uestion which I presume will be presented by 
the Senator from California, [Mr. 
involving a different system of taxation. 


| not think it possible. Then, if it were possible, I 
do not think it advisable; and when I say this it 
| is from no djsposition to shirk business or duty 
| in the Senate. I have not been out of my seat for 
three minutes since this bill hag been under con- 





| half an hour during this whole session. There- 
fore I cannot fall under any criticism of the Sen- 
| ator from Maine, such as he has rather suggested, 
I may say, than made, with regard to those who 


ued. Iam read 
| but I think that 
by urging that this measure be considered as other 


to meet my duties fully here; 


customary order of business. 


| has been in session since the Ist of December last, 


the people of the country have been calling on 
Congress to pass a tax bill. It was the wish, the 
desire of the people when the session commenced; 
it has been urged upon us by the people ever since; 
and still the matter has been delayed, and neces- 
sarily delayed, to this time. It was a work of 
time; it required thought, care, and great labor, 
and that labor has been applied to it. But, sir, I 
think the time has come when this body at least 
ought to act. The other House has acted, has 
furnished us with a bill, and we are delayed day 
after day, spending only a few hours upon the sub- 
| ject, when the people of the country are demand- 
ing of us action. I would not urge hasty action, 
but I think we ought to give all the time we pos- 
sibly can to the subject. I cannot agree with the 
Senator from Massachusetts or the Senator from 
Illinois with regard to it. It does seem to me that 
we ought to concentrate our energies upon this 
question and push it through at the earliest pos- 





sible day, always, of course, with reference to wise || 


and considerate action. With regard to the ques- 
tion of Congress remaining here, I do not myself 
believe that it is of such importance that Congress 


should be in session. I think we ought to do the | 


business of the session, and then I believe it would 

be a relief to the country, that business being 
done, if Congress should adjourn. 

Mr. LATHAM. I inquire what the question 

| is before the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The 


westion is 


shall meet them in the best way | 


which we have already gone into, we have two or | 
three great questions of principle which we have | 


the Senator from Rhode Island, and still another | 


are see proeas to allow this discussion to be contin- | 


great public measures are usually considered in || 
this body—naturally, regularly, according to the || 


Mr. DIXON. Mr. President, this Congress | 


] Mr. FESSENDEN. 


cDovea t,] || 
Is it || 
supposed that we can consider those important || 
oe in a single day or in two days, and that | 
t 


hen we shall be driven to a summary vote? I do | 


——A. 





Mr. SIMMONS. I want to move an amend- 
ment to the forty-second section, line six, to strike 
out “ twenty,”’ and insert “ thirty-five.” 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Which number is it, the 
one in brackets? 

Mr. SIMMONS. [It is the whisky tax. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If Senators will 
refer to the = the bill, it will be much easier 
to turn to it. he sections bear two numbers, 
one in brackets, and the other not; which section 
is it that the Senator from Rhode Island refers to? 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. Page 44; | suppose it is 


j the section in brackets that the Senator refers to. 


| Mr. SIMMONS. The proposition is to raise 
| the tax on whisky from twenty to thirty-five cents. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. It is line six of 
the section. 
| Mr.SHERMAN. It cannot be done. That 
| is an amendment that has been already adopted. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s 
amendment is not in order. 

Mr.SIMMONS. We have not been very cap- 
| tious about this. [can move to strike out three 
| or four more words, and bring it in order, but | do 


|| notwantto be sostrict. I will qualify the amend- 


| ment which I propose, by striking out the words, 


| a duty of twenty cents,’’ and inserting in lieu 
| thereof, ‘‘a duty of twenty-five cents until the Ist 


n n ! '| of January, 1863, and thereafter thirty-five cents.”’ 
sideration, nor indeed have | been out of my seat || 


Iam going to try to accommodate the Senator 





nearly six months, and during that whole time || 


| from Ohio, [Mr. Saerman,)] who wants this to 
| come up gradually. poe 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator will 
reduce his amendment to writing. 

The amendment was soba to writing and 
read, as follows: 

On page 44, section forty-two, line six, strike out the 
words “a duty of twenty cents,” and insert “a duty of 
twent#-five cents until January 1, 1863, and thereafter a 
duty of thirty-five cents per gallon.” 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I willsimply say that this 
is one of a series of propositions by the Senator 
from Rhode Island, the adoption of which neces- 
sarily involve the abandonment of the bill as it 
|| stands, and the substituting a new one. If the 
| Senate is prepared to so decide, of course they 
| will do so. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I ask the Senator from 

| Maine why it affects the principle of this bill. I 
_do not understand the reason why it is so. 

I stated that it was one 

of a series of propositions, the adoption of which 

| must make an entirely new bill. The Senator from 

| Rhode Island proposes to strike out all in refer- 


'| ence to manufactures; and this is a part of the 
|| amendment proposed by the Senator, and on which 


he grounded his argument yesterday. My objec- 
| tion would be to it principally that, in the first 
| place, I think we have gone high enough in this 
| respect already, and as high as it is possible for 
| us to expect that the House of Representatives 
| will go. We have already advanced on their rate. 
| Mr. SIMMONS. I will not enlarge upon what 
| I said yesterday; but if the Senator from Maine 
wants to keep a very low duty on liquors for the 
purpose of taxing the manufactures of the coun- 
'| try and the mechanical business of the country, 
|| itis hardly what I should expect from him. 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. That style of argument 
'| is unworthy the Senator from Rhode Island. He 
| knows better. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 

| Maine is out of order. 


| Mr. SIMMONS. I do not mean any offense to 


on the motion to postpone the present bill for the | 


purpose of coritinuing the consideration of the 
agricultural college bill. 
Mr. WADE. I call for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 4, nays 35; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Harlan, Howard,Wade, and Wilmot—4. 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bayard, Browning, Clark, | 
Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, | 
Grimes, Hale, Harris, Howe, Kennedy, Lane of Indiana, 


Lane of Kansas, Latham, McDougall, Morriil, Nesmith, 
Pomeroy, Powell, Saulsbury, Sherman, Simmons, Sumner, 
Ten Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, Wilkinson, Willey, Wil- 
son of Massachusetts, and Wright—35. 


So the motion was not agreed to. 


THE TAX BILL. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 


Whole, the consideratior of the bill (H. R. No. | 


312) fo provide internal revenue to support the 


| the Senator, but he says that this is a part of my 
proposition. I went over yesterday, as well as I 

| could, what could probably be expected from this 
|| tax on liquor, as a reason why we could afford to 
'| give up the tax on the industry of the country. | 
| have another proposition to make, to be sure, but 
| this happens to be in a section that I did not pro- 
|| pose to strike out, and therefore I offered this 
The bill has many provisions 
| that are very salutary. This amendment does not 
j 


|| amendment now. 


|| abandon the principle of this bill at all; it does not 
|| prevent the Sen.:te from picking up just as many 
'| other items of taxation as sr please. There are 
| agreat many in the bill that, if] thought we needed 
|| the money, I would resort to, as I said yesterday. 
] I do not want to argue the matter over again. IL 
'| think it is pretty well understood in the Senate. 

| Mr. FESSENDEN. It is perfectly well under- 
| stood, because the Senator from Rhode Island is 


Government and pay interest on the public debt. || the only gentleman who has made an argument 
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on the subject. 
I suppose it is perfect! yewell understood by every- 
body. 

Mr. President, the proposition of the Senator 
from Rhode Island is to strike out the whole tax 
on manufactures and the whole tax on licenses 


Nobody else has, and therefore 


and the whole tax on stamps 





I do not propose to strike out licenses at all. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Is not that included? 
Mr. SIMMONS. Not at all. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, || may be mistaken about 
that, The Senater’s proposition, as it is, will 





' 
| 
j 
| 





Mr. SIMMONS. ‘The Senator will allow me. || 


strike out certainly more than half of all the in- | 
come that is to be derived from the bill, and his | 


idea is to make it up by an additional $15,000,000 


which he thinks we may get from liquors, and | 


to make it up principally by an imaginary cal- 
culation of what may be got from the tax on in- 
comes. As I said, 1 do notfeel disposed to argue 
that matter, ‘This is one of a series of proposi- 


entire reconstruction of the bill upon different 
principles. If the Senate is prepared fo do that, 


the price of whisky advances, the price of corn 
advances, and their relative values are just as well 
understood in market as the relative value of cloth 
and cotton. The manufacturer can tell you pre- 
cisely the value of corn to him when he can tell 


|| you the value of whisky, and therefore the prop- 


osition is to tax alone two agricultural produc- 
tions, if gentlemen please to denominate them lux- 
uries, and to exempt all other manufactures. All 
the stamp duties which, by this bill, would be 
levied on New England, are to be removed by the 
Senator’s proposition, and everything is to be 
taken off them except the small tax on licenses. 
All the other taxes are to be levied upon the in- 
dustry of one section of the country. 

I have notshown, I think, a disposition to evade 
our share of taxation in the West. Nearlyall the 
whisky that is manufactured in this country is 
either manufactured in the West or in Pennsy!l- 
vania or from corn made in the West and in the 


| border slave States; Kentucky produces a large 
tions which, if adopted, lead necessarily to an || 


if its mind is made up to do that, it will of course | 


support this as one of the propositions. That is 
all | have to say. 


As to what the Senator says with regard to my 


preferring to let liquors off easy for the sake of 


taxing manufactures, at which he is very much 
surprised, | repeat what I said before, that such 
an insiouation with reference to me and the view 


i take of the bill, and the position in which I am | 


placed to support the billis what I did notexpect 
from the honorable Senator, He knows perfectly 
well that Lhave no such wish or feeling. 1 have 
my Own opinions, and he has no right to make 
such an intimation. | am as friendly to thg great 
interests of my own section as the Senator him- 
sell. 


Mr. SIMMONS. No doubt of it. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well, then the idea | 


should not have been suggested. 1 knew my 
friend spoke hurriedly. lam sorry he said it. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Iam very sorry that my 
friend should think I spoke hurriedly. I spoke 
deliberately. I think 1 understood what the Sen- 
ator said, and I replied to it without any feeling 
whatever, ‘The Senator from Maine objected to 
my striking out certain taxes and inserting this 
in liea of them, So I understood him; perhaps 
I did not understand him. 
posed to strike out the tax on manufactures, and 
to make it up by a tax on liquors and various 
other things. I suggested to him whether he 
meant to say that it was necessary to keep the 


He said that I pro- | 


liquor tax down in order to tax the branches of | 


industry he referred to. 


I did not say it in any | 


spirit of rebuke to him, or to = him in an un- | 
t 


favorable light either before the Senate or before 


the country. 


I thought that a little reflection | 


would suggest to him that it was better to resort | 


to this article to get revenue than to resort to one 


hundred and fifty or two hundred different items | 


there are in this bill to get the same thing in an- 
other quarter. That is all. I do not mean to 
argue it over again. If the Senate are not satis- 
fied that an article like this, on which the retail 
dealers get eleven twelfths of all they sell for 


profits, and will get five sixths by this proposi- | 


tion, can bear this additional tax, of course they 
will not impose it, 


Mr. SHERMAN. It is difficult to consider 


quantity of it. What will be the effect of levying 
a dity of twenty-five cents a gallon now upon 
whisky to be manufactured after the Ist of July? 
Itisa bounty given to the holders of whisky now 


| on hand, given at a time when the stock is larger 


| hand and are living, and must be fed, at a time || 


than ever before, when, I believe, itis sufficient to 
supply the demand for six months and perhaps’ 
longer—a tax so large that its immediate effect 
will be to stop the manufacture of spirits until the 
price rises to not less than thirty-eight or thirty- 
nine cents a gallon. Would any man, after the 
ist of July, manufacture whisky until whisky was 
worth its cost and the duty? The effect would 


be, ata time when it is almost impossible to stop | 


these distilleries, when their hogs are already on 


| when the process of manufacture is going on, to 


stop or greatly decrease the production of this ele- 
ment of your industry until the price of the liquor 
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on hand—a very large quantity indeed—rises to | 


some thirty-eight or thirty-nine cents a gallon. 
The result will be that you will not derive any rev- 
enue from this article for some five or six months, 


| and inthe mean time all the other industry of the 


| country is to be exempt. 


| tural productions. 


j Let me tell Senators 
that we have to defend this bill before our people, 


and we cannot do it when you protect manufac- | 


turers by a tariff, to be sent from the other House, 
and throw the whole of this burden upon agricul- 
It will be impossible for us to 
defend it. 

I know my friend from Rhode Island demon- 


| strated, or attempted to demonstrate yesterday, 


that all this will come out of the retailers of spirit- 
uous liquors. My friend must know that by this 
proposition he will add to the profits of these re- 
tailers immensely. Every retailer in this country 
has a large stock on hand, and the tax you now 
propose to put upon this article will bea benefit to 
him, and he can sell at an increased price an ar- 
ticle which costs some seventeen or eighteen cents 
a gallon, until the supply isexhausted. You add 
to his enormous profits. It will notdo.. 

It seems to me the duty of twenty cents now in 


| this bill is too high; and therefore, ata proper time, 


this proposition separate from the other proposi- | 


tions which the Senator from Rhode Island intends 
to offer. He would not raise the duty on spirits, 
i presume, were it not for the purpose and in con- 
nection with the proposition to exclude certain 
other articles from the tax bill. According to the 


statement he made yesterday, a few articles of || 


revenue will yield a sum greater, if he is correct, 
than we need, and consequently the only purpose 
of iaying theadditional duty on spirits is to exempt 
another species of taxes. You must consider them 
together. Now, how is it presented? The Sen- 
ator will tax the productions alone of one section 
of the country by this bill, and exempt the great 
productionsofthescction in which he lives, There 
is the simple proposivon. He would levy the 
whole tax upon cornand tobacco, because whisky 
is but the expressed juice or the fermented spirit 
of corn, and the chief value of corn depends upon 
the fuct that a great quantity of it is used in mak- 
ing whisky. e all know that very well. As 


when the other propositions in regard to whisky 
are made, I intend to submita proposition to levy 
a tax of ten cents a gallon upon that on hand, and 
then I am willing thata duty of twenty cents shall 
be put on that manufactured after the Ist of July; 
and after that I think it might probably be raised 
five cents every six months until a sufficient max- 
imum was reached; but you cannot in this coun- 
try nye duty so heavy on an agricultural produc- 
tion all at once. It is true that in England most 
spirits pay a duty of eight shillings a gallon, but 
that has been reached by slow and gradual pro- 
gression. The early duties levied on this article 
there were very low comparatively, and they have 
been raised gradually until the people have become 
adapted on accustomed to them. Now, when we 
are about to frame a system, it is much wiser to 
distribute this burden all over the country, so as 
to affect a little every production of industry, and 
as we find by experience that the duty can be re- 
moved on this article, remove it; then upon an- 
other, and then upon another. That is the wise 
system of taxation. When you attempt to lay 
this whole burden on a few productions, even if 
those productions are such as you think are not 
useful, you will create opposition to your bill; it, 
willbe unjust in itself, it will operate hard fora time 
against the productions which go to manufacture 
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this article. You cannot do it. You may by grad- 
ual degrees lay a duty upon spirits, until finally it 
shall reach as high as thirty-five or forty cents a 
gallon. If you proceed gradually and slowly you 
may raise a great portion of your revenue from 
this article, and you may do it in such a way as 
not to injure the purchaser of the corn or the 
manufacturer of the spirits; but you cannot do it 
suddenly by a heavy tax imposed at once, which 
will inure to the benefit of those who hold the ar- 
ticle on hand for speculation, which will oppress 
seriously the great agricultural interest of your 
country employed in raising corn. You must pro- 
ceed slowly, and especially when you lay this 
heavy tax on this particular article. Do not do 
it simply for the purpose of excluding capital, 
manufacturers, sai osasene engaged in other em- 
ployments of life. It ought not to be done. 

The Senator from Rhode Island yesterday de- 
_livered a very interesting speech, to which [ list- 
/ened with attention, as | always do to anything 
| that he says, but it seemed to me that his argu- 
| ment, or rather his figures in several respects failed. 
His argument may be well enough if his figures 
are justified by the facts. It is true he has great 
reliance on the correctness of his mathematics. 
He stated the accuracy with which he estimated 
the proceeds of a tariff, and no doubt he was accu- 
rate in that; but when he states that he can raise 
in thiscountry from an income tax $46,000,000, and 
| that from that tax he can raise in Ohio $5,000,000, 
| l at once doubt his mathematics. ‘Why, sir, the 
| whole taxation now levied upon the people of Ohio 
of all kinds, including school taxes and township 
taxes and county taxes and State taxes is but 
$9,000,000 a year. According to his estimate, he 
proposes to add a direct tax of $5,000,000 upon 
the income of the people of Ohio. He estimates 
| the income tax at an average of two dollars to 
every person in Ohio, producing an aggregate of 
$5,000,000. It is preposterous, Mr. President. 
You cannot levy such a tax upon a new commu- 
nity like that where the incomes are all small. I 
do not believe you will find in that great agricul- 
tural State which is being rapidly developed to be 
one of the richest States in the Titan ten thou- 
sand persons whose incomes are above the amount 
which is exempted by the provisions of this bill; 
and if you assess $5,000,000 upon those ten thou- 
| sand persons who would pay an income tax, you 
would exhaust the industry of that country, and 
| break up every man of property and of means. It 
is impossible to collect it in my judgment. You 
may collect that sum by indirect taxation which 
imperceptibly reaches almost every citizen, and is 
paid almost without thought. 

The honorable Senator had a sum here in which 
_ he figured up the tax on cotton manufacturing, and 
how much was it?) When the ordinary price of 
cotton is twelve, or thirteen, or fourteen cents a 
yard, he demonstrated that the cost of a yard of 
common cotton cloth was about eight cents. We 
tax that three per cent., or two and four tenths 
| mills a yard. The tax would be seven and two 
tenths mills on enough to make a shirt for the 
largest man in Ohio—less than one cent according 
to the Senator’s own figuring. There is nota 
housewife in the western States who will not cheer- 
fully pay that iax to the Government, if the con- 
sumer pays it all; but in one portion of the Sena- 
tor’s argument, he endeavored to demonstrate that 
a part of this tax was paid by the manufacturer. 
For instance, he said that in regard to all the goods 
imported into this country the foreign producer 
paid the duty. Ido not see why the same rule 
does not apply to home manufacturers. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I suppose the Senator does 
not mean to misrepresent me. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Certainly not. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I never said the foreign pro- 
ducer paid the whole of the duties. I said he paid 
a part ofthem. The proportion I never undertook 
to divide. I said that a part was borne by the 
foreign producer and a part 2, the consumer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator says a part 
of the duty is borne by the manufacturer and a 
part by theconsumer. Take the case of the duty 
on cotton manufactures which he brought for- 
ward as a startling proposition to frighten us 
from this bill. He demonstrated, that the entire 
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of the West or South, or pe other portion of the 

country, do you think it will bear very severely 

onany one? It willbea tax@heerfully and heartily 
aid. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I dislike to interrupt the 
Senator, but if he is going to reply to my speech, 
I wish he would read it first, because I never said 
any such thing. I said nothing about a tax of 
seven mills on three yards of cotton cloth. | said 
the tax was half acenta yard. If youcangeta 
shirt out of three yards, you are narrower than 
Iam. (Laughter.] I always have three yards 
and a half. 

Mr. SHERMAN. But the honorable Senator 
must remember that he made his calculation 
upon the present price of cotton, and not on the 
ordinary price. I based mine on the ordinary price 
of cotton, and | challenge the honorable Senator 
to impair my arithmetic. If a yard of cotton cloth 
costs eight cents, a tax of three per cent. is two 
and four tenths mills. Is not that it? 

Mr. SIMMONS. I cannot cipher for you. 
You have got further than me, 

Mr. SHERMAN. 1 think that isa sum that 
even my friend can cipher out. Three per cent. 
on eight-cents is certainly two and four tenths 
mills, and on three yards and a half, even enough 
for my honorable friend, what is the tax? What 
is the tax on a poor man’s shirt, for whom he had 
so much sympathy? Why, Mr. President, this 
tax on manufactures, of all others, is the easiest, 
the lightest, the best diffused, that which will be 
collected and paid most readily and promptly and 
cheerfully. It is a tax which, according to the 
Senator’s own statement, will be partly paid by the 
manufacturer and partly by the consumer. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I made that statement in 
reference to goods imported, and the Senator, 1 


believe, is now talking about goods manufactured 
here. 


Mr. SHERMAN. Yes. 
Mr. SIMMONS. I said you intended to have 


the consumer pay the whole of it; that was your 
argument. 


Mr. SHERMAN. 





I say the natural effect is 


that he will have to pay the whole of it; but 1 || 


understodd the Senator to insist that the manu- 
facturer paid a part. He certainly said that the 
manufacturer in Manchester paid a part of our 
duty on the goods he sent to this country. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly, I did. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Now, what is the difference 
in principle between the manufacturer in New 
England sending goods here for consumption, and | 
the manufacturer of goods in Massachusetts send- 
ing them to Ohio for consumption? The same 
principles apply. The truth is, the consumer pays 
the great body of all duties, whether they be 
levied on imports or exports, or be putin the form 
of excises, or in any other form. ‘The manufac- 
turer will no doubt pay the tax in the first in- 
stance; but he will collect it, so far as the market 
will allow him to collect it, from the consumer. 
But suppose it is divided, this is a’small tax easily 
collected, and now would you, in order to evade 
this tax, select a single article of industry which 
is made out of an agricultural product, and put 
the whole duty upon that? I think it would be 
unjust. 

Sir, let us distribute this tax as evenly as we 
ean on all branches of industry, and put as little 
as we can on all the great branches of industry; 
and if it shall appear by the operation of this tax 
system that any interest is injuriously affected, 
we can easily modify m by subsequent legislation. 
The only character of tax in this bill that I desire 
to strike out is the very tax which the honorable 
Senator leaves in; and I refer to it to show how 
far we disagree. I am in favor of striking out all 
the taxes on licenses; he is for leaving them in. 
The license is the last tax that ought to be levied; 
and why? It levies the same duty on the little 
dealer for all amounts over $1,000—I believe that 
is the limit fixed by the bills upon the dealer 
who sells $100,000 worth of goods. That is not 
a just e of iaxation, It taxes the poor lawyer 
who is just starting in life, struggling to make his 
Way in the world; and most of those I address 
have been in that predicament precisel y—— 

Mr. FOSTER. Some of us are yet. 

Mr. SHERMAN. It taxes the poor lawyer, 
who loves the first fee he receives with a devotion 
he never has for a larger one afterwards, the same 
amount for a license that it does a gentleman of 











established reputation, whose income is $25,000. 
That is an unjust tax; and if you strike out any 
class of taxation in this bill, | would strike out 
the license taxes; and yet my honorable friend 
from Rhode Island leaves them in, though they 
are confessedly unequal, in order to strike out the 
tax on manufactures. 

There is another reason, Mr. President, and I 
may as well mention it now. In all tax systems 
it is important to seize those articles that can be 
most easily reached, where you can collect your 
tax in the largest amounts, in the greatest sums. 
That is one argument in favor of a tax on whisky 
andtobacco. By going toa manufacturer of whisky 
or tobacco you find the article in large quantities, 
and you can levy a large amount. ‘That isa rea- 
son for taxing insurance. You can go to an in- 
surace company and make the company the agent 
of the Government to collect a tax from the in- 
sured. So itis with the manufacturer. One rea- 
son why I am in favor of this tax on manufactures 
is that you can make a large manufacturing es- 
tablishment, where the production is very large, 
pay you a large amount, and they will take care 
to collect that tax from their customers. I say, 
therefore, that the tax on manufacturers ought to be 
retained, and especially it ought not to be stricken 
out at the sacrifice of an interest already taxed ten 
times over any other tax in this bill. 

Mr. SIMMONS. I do not intend to reply to 
that part of the Senator’s argument which refers 
to the manufacturing business, I take one thing 
atatime. I believe that is rather the best way. 
Here is a proposition to tax whisky. The Sen- 


ator from Ohio says that it is a proposition to levy | 


a tax on the raisers of corn, and that it will abso- 
lutely stop all receipts for six months. He says 
that if we levy a tax of twenty-five cents a gallon 
on whisky for the next six months, we shall stop 
all the production of whisky. I heard him say 


the other day that he did not think twenty cents, | 
or even thirty cents tax would lessen the consump- | 


tion of whisky. He so stated in the Senate, and 
he is so reported. If the tax will not lessen the 
consumption, why should it lessen the manufac- 
ture? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I said that if it was levied 
slowly and gradually it would not interfere with 
consumption, 

Mr. SIMMONS. The Senator said it will not 
lesson itanyhow. ‘That was his deliberate judg- 
ment. He expressed it so the other day. What 
does he say now? He says this morning that if 
you levy this tax on whisky, you will not getany 
revenue for the next six months, because it will 
stop the distilling; and in the next breath he said 
they could-not stop, for their hogs and their cat- 
ue were all on hand and must be fed. Is that 
logic? 

Mr.SHERMAN. Mr. President 

Mr. SIMMONS. That is what you said. I 
do not know what explanation you may give. | 
will wait for the explanation. 

Mr.“SHERMAN. I said this: that you were 
taking a time to levy this onerous tax when these 
distillers must feed their hogs on hand; that they 
had their stock on hand, and must keep it going; 
and I have no doubt they would feed them even 
if they did not make a gallon of whisky; but 





they could not carry on their operations to any- | 


thing like the same extent; they would not man- 
ufacture one tenth of what they otherwise would 
if there was no such duty levied. 
Mr.SIMMONS. I expected the Senator would 
get away; he is very ingenious, I know but still 
he says they are going to make whisky in order 
to feed the stock. Well, if they make it, they 
must pay the tax; and he said before there will be 
as much consumed as ever. Ido not know why 
there will not be as much profit as there ever was. 
The fact is, this proposition is so plain that no 
argument can be made against it. The Senator 
talks as if all this tax was to be paid in Ohio; and 
he says my proposition will enlarge the profits of 
the retailers, because they have a good deal on 
hand. Now, who pays the profit to the retailers? 
Is it not the consumers; and will he undertake to 
pretend to say that there is not as much whisky 
drank in the manufacturing districts as in the ag- 
ricultural? Everybody knows that three fourths 
of it is sold in cities and villages. 
_ The Senator says | go for the keeping of these 
licenses in, and he says they are the worst kind of 
tax because they tax the small people. Did I put 
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them in, ordid I suggest qneofthem? Did I not 
vote with the Senator from Ohio when he made the 
suggestion about relieving young lawyers? AsI 
was the only man on the committee who had a 
right to vote on it, did [I not vote for relieving 
them? All the rest of the committee were inter- 


ested, and I proposed to take that vote on my 
own shoulders, 


Mr. DAVIS, How interested ? 

Mr. SIMMONS. They have the license to pay. 

Mr. HOWE. Oh, we were not lawyers, 
tenes 

Mr.SIMMONS. [supposed you were. I did not 
inquire about your profession; I knew you were 
very pleasant, clever people. I say this license 
section was put in by the House of Representa- 
tives, and I have made it a rule invariably, where 
there was nothing very bad aboutit, to take every- 
thing they did and see if I could not amend ita 
little and improve it. I wasgoing with my friend, 
the chairman, on that matter. I thought it was 
due to the House of Representatives, after the 
work they had done on this subject, wherever 
there was not a palpable error in it, and where we 
could not meses improve it, to adopt their 
plan, and the licenses being in their bill, | did not 
propose to strike them out. I never proposed to 
put in a license on anything, and yet the Senator 
says | am for putting the licenses in. 1 do not be- 
lieve he voted against one of them in committee. 
I did not hear any proposition to strike them out 
excepta suggestion in regard to the lawyers, and 
it was said the provision in the House bill would 
operate hard on the younger members of the bar, 
and I wanted to get rid of that, particularly as it 
was rather a reflection on them the way it was 
drawn. 

The Senator spoke of my calculation in regard 
to the income tax. That has not much todo with 
the whisky tax; but still it is brought in because 
he thought he could make a great point of it, He 
says you cannot collect from ten thousand people 
of Ohio $5,000,000 of income tax, because they 
are taxed now only $9,000,000, In Rhode Island 
we have not hitherto put on more than $100,000 
for our whole taxes, school taxes and all, and yet 
I expect to see the people of Rhode Island pay 
more than $600,000 under this bill, six times as 
much as they have hitherto paid forall their other 
taxes; and Ido not believe any of them who have 
a large income will break because they have to 
pay three or five per cent. of it to the Government, 
{ never knew a man to break unless you took 
more thanall he had. I wish I had an income of 
$100,000; I should be willing to pay seven and a 
half per cent. on it,and I donot hekeve } should 
stagger much under it, except perhaps under what 
there was left. That might overbear me, [Laugh- 
ter.] It is very easy for Senators, if they choose, 
to question anybody’s estimates of what will be 
the result of any bill, to say how extravagant it 
is, and how very unlikely it is that so much will 
be received. Now, if 1 have overrated the in- 
come tax, I putit to the Senator from Ohio if there 
is not more reason to raise something more out of 
the whisky tax. We want the money; and if [ 
have overrated one item, it is certain we ought to 
put it somewhere else. We must have a certaia 
amount, It is a curious way pf arguing to say 
that in some items there is an over-estimate, and 
therefore you must reduce the duty on one in order 
to fillthe Treasury! I donot reason in that way. 
{ have varied the proposition in order to conform 
to what | supposed was the wish of the Senator 
from Ohio, to make two stages of this rise instead 
of one; but | would not consent to rising every 
six months, or every year. Itis the worst feat- 
ure in any tax bill to keep changing it every six 
months. The people never know what they are 
going to work for. You want to get a system 
that you think is reasonable, and then adhere to 
it while you are obliged to impose this indirect 
tax. Just so with duties upon foreign imports; 
when you get your system well adjusted, adhere 
to it, 

My own idea is that we had better adopt the 
income tax as I have proposed, and a tax on five 
or sixarticles, 1 think it will raise money enough, 
{ may be mistaken; I do not pretend to be infal- 
lible; but then we shall have a system to putinto 
operation that can be done in the next six months, 
and this income tax, which will be a very consid- 
erable item, will be assessed and collected before 
Congress meets again on the Ist of December; and 
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if there is any modification wanted, if it does not || paid up to the Ist of the present month. Does he 
meet the expectations of Congress, they can in- || mean the entire Army? 

crease it or put more on something else if they || Mr. HARRIS. Our Army was paid up, or, 
choose; but if you undertake to put a tax on seven || though the soldiers may not have received it, the 
hundred and fifty articles, as the bill does, it will || money has been paid out by the Treasury, and is 
take a whole regiment of officers in each State to | in the hands of the proper officers, so that it is 
assess them, and you will not do any of them well. || included in the estimate. 

My deliberate judgment isthat it is best for us to || Mr. POWELL. Itis a that the Army 
select a few of the prominent articles, the most || can have been paid up to the present month, 
reliable for revenue, and get the machinery to || Mr. HARRIS. I learn this of the Paymaster 
work with them atid see what the result is. We || General. I inquired of the Secretary of the Treas- 
shall be here in six months; we shall then have || ury in the first instance, and he told me to go to 
time to reflect on the measure; we shall see its || the Paymaster General, who would give me the 
workings, and we can add to it with some degree || information. I went to him, and he told me that 
of experience in what we have gone through with || where it had been impossible to pay the soldiers 
already; but if we start out on this immense field || the money was in the hands of the paymasters, 
at once and it fails, we shall hardly know where || and, of course, had gone out of the Toanened for 
to trace the failure. If you take a little time, I || that purpose, so that we may assume that it is 
verily believe that we can devise a system much || now paid; and if the soldiers have not actually 
better adapted to the wants of the country than || received it the money is in the hands of tie pay- 
this bill is, and when we come to thatI shall pro- || masters for them. Our debt, then, I assume will 
pose an amendment that will yield us something || be $20,000,000 on the Ist of July. 

in lieu of the tax on slaves that the Senate rejected || Mr. FESSENDEN. Now, let me set the Sen- 
yesterday, and I believe it will meet the approba- || ator right. 

tion of the body. I think that inthe mode Ihave || Mr. HARRIS. I want to be right. I want to 
suggested we can raise $158,000,000; and that, | get at what is the fact in this matter. 

with $100,000,000 from imports, will give us |} Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not wish to make 
enough to carry on the Government, pay interest || a speech now, if at all, but I can give the Senator 
on the public debt, and put away a sinking fund || a few plain figures that will perhaps set him right 
of $50,000,000 annually. in regard to this matter. 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. President, I do not know At the extra session of Congress, in July, and 
how to vote on this proposition. I feel a good deal || at this session of Congress, we have already ap- 
of difficulty in relation to what is the course | || propriated for this year $535,000,000 and over. 
ought to take in reference to the questions that || At the second session of the last Congress we 
arise here, and I will suggest some of these difficul- || made the ordinary appropriations for the year. I 
ties honestly, that those who know more about || have not added them up, but they cannot be less 
the subject than I profess to know, may, if they || than $65,000,000, I suppose. These items will 
can, remove them. | make $600,000,000. hat we appropriated in 

I assume that we must raise money enough to || March, 1861, and in July last, and at this session 
carry on successfully the affairs of the Govern- || of Congress for the expenses of this year, will 
ment. We shall all be agreed upon that. There || amount to $600,000,000. Our old debt is not less 








is no man who is loyal and patriotic, who will not || than $70,000,000; I do not know theexact amount. | 


be willing to vote money enough and to raise || That is $670,000,000, and the Senator can judge 
money enough by taxation to accomplish this ob- || for himself whether, taking into consideration the 
ject. Since this bill came up for consideration, || odds and ends, unsettled claims, deficiencies, &c., 
feeling my own incompetency to judge in reference || which will be likely to come in upon us, we shall 
to these questions, I have set about anxiously and || fall short of $700,000,000. Deduct $50,000,000 
industriously to inform myself as well as I could |! for receipts from all sources except loans, and the 
in reference to these questions. I have learned a || amount of absolute indebtedness cannot well be 
few leading facts, and if [ am in error | wish Sen- || less than $650,000,000 at the close of the year. I 
ators who know more about the subject than I do || hope it will not exceed that amount. 
to correct me, Mr. SIMMONS. If the Senator from New 
I have learned that the supposed revenue of our || York will allow me, [ will state that I know our 
Government from the tariff will be from sixty to || appropriations have been very large, and we have 
eighty millions of dollars. The Senator from || appropriated, according to an enumeration made 
Rhode Island yesterday stated it at $80,000,000. || by the Senator from Maine, vast amounts for the 
Whether it be sixty or eighty, it will be enough, || ordnance department, for the purchase and man- 
if! am correctly informed, to pay the ordinary civil || ufacture of arms. 1 think we voted twenty or 
expenses of theGovernment. I understand from || thirty millions for that alone this year, and not 
the Secretary ofthe Treasury himself, for | have re- || a dollar of it has been spent yet, and probably will 
sorted to all the sources of information which were || not be until after the Ist of July. Although we 
within my reach, that the civil expenses of the || have ones that money, it has not gone out 
Government for this year will be less than sixty || of the Treasury, and will not go out this year. 
millions, Mr. FESSENDEN. Still it will go on to this 
Now, sir, in my own judgment—and I wantto be || year’s debt. It does not make any difference 
corrected if lam wrong—we may safely set down || whether it is spent to-day or next month or the 
the revenue from the tariff against the ordinary || month after, it will still be part of the debt of this 
expenses of the Government. I believe the one |} year, and that the money will be used is proved 
will balance the other, and we need not raise money || by the fact that notwithstanding these appropri- 
by a tax for the purpose of paying the ordinary || ations for ordnance this year, we are called upon 
expenses of the Government. Then what is there || to make large appropriations for ordnance for the 
left? There is the war debt, the debt of the coun- || next year in addition. Though that money has 
try, and what is that? We have heard all winter || not really gone out of the Treasury as yet, it is 
long about our expending two or three millions a || approprigted on estimates of what is needed for 
day. I did not believe itthen. I have never be- || the serve of this year, and will be used. 
lieved it. I have regarded these statements as the Mr. HARRIS. I am accomplishing my object. 
statements of alarmists; and it turns out now, I || I want to open this subject, so thatit shall be dis- 
am informed from an authority upon which | || cussed. I want to see what our duty is in this 
rely—and here, again, I want to be corrected if | || matter; and I, for one, want to do my duty, and 
am wrong—the Secretary of the Treasury tells || | believe every Senator here, as well as myself, 
me that, on the Ist day of July next, the debt of || wantstodo his duty. I learnthatthisdebtamounts, 
the country will not vary five millions from his || as I have said, to a little over five hundred millions 
former estimate, which was $517,000,000. Call || of dollars. About these appropriations I know 
it $520,000,000; that is the utmost that it will be. || nothing, but it is said they have been made. I 
{t was said here yesterday, in answer to some re- || learn another fact; I learn that the ave inter- 
mark made by the Senator from Rhode Island, || est on that debt of $500,000,000 is less than five 
that there was a large debt due to the Army. I || per cent., about four and a half per cent.; but call 
have this morning taken the pains to inform my- || it five per cent.: five per cent. on $500,000,000 
self about that, and | learn from the proper source || would 000,000. I assume for myself, for 
that the Army is paid up to the Ist of the present || my own Government, that the war is to go on, 
month. The appropriation has been made re- || and that we are to spend at the rate of $1,000,000 
cently, Senators are aware, for the pu . a day, and looking at the past, and at these fig- 
Mr. POWELL. The Senator will allow me to || ures, upon which I must rely, I suppose thatisa 
interrupt him. He asserts that the Army has been |! large estimate. 
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Mr. FESSENDEN @ Allow me to ask the Sen- 
ator where he gets his information that the aver- 

e rate of interest is f¥e per cent. 

Mr. HARRIS. The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury told me this week it was a little over four and 
a half per cent. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. And how is that made 
out? I can tell you in an instant. The debt is 
not all yet a funded debt. No part of the debt 
which 1s funded bears less than six per cent. 
interest, except the $50,000,000 deposited in the 
sub-Treasury at New York, under a bill we have 
passed this session. Six per cent. is the lowest 
rate of interest we pay; and on some portions of 
the debt the interest is seven and three tenths per 
cent. 

Mr. SHERMAN. There are demand notes 
without interest. 

Mr. HARRIS. Of course, they are to be taken 
into the account. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Exactly. 

Mr. HARRIS. The Senator from Maine will 
not dispute the proposition I made. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I want to tell you how it 
is made out. 

Mr. HARRIS. No matter if you do not have 
to pay more interest. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. But I want the thing set 
right. There is no profit in having any humbug 
about it. We have got to meet things fairly in 
the face, and tell the people just how they stand. 
That is my way, and it is the proper way. I, of 
course, have heard these stories about the debt for 
the current year going up toa thousand or twelve 
hundred millions; but that is all nonsense; there 
is no foundation in any such statement. If you 
take the interest on that which is absolutely fund- 
ed, it is not and cannot be less than six per cent.; 
but taking the whole debt together, that which is 

and that which is not funded and that which is 
outstanding, and averaging the rate, it will be 
brought down below six per cent., of course; but 


| it has all to be funded at some time, or else we 


have got to stop. 

Mr. HARRIS. I assume, Mr. President, that 
our expenditures are to go on under the appropria- 
tions that have been anc or will have to be made, 
to the amount of $1,000,000 a day. In other 
words, in order to satisfy my own judgment as to 
what a to be done in this great emergency, I 
assume that our débt will accumulate to the amount 


| of $1,000,000,000. Thatsum will satisfy, I ap- 


prehend, the largest expectations of the Senator 
from Maine. Call the debt $1,000,000,000; thai 


| is enough, | know. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. When? 

Mr. HARRIS. At the end of next year. What 
then? As the thing is going on now the interest, 
at five per cent. on that debt, of $1,000,000,000, 
will be $50,000,000. I am not making:close cal- 
culations, but | am endeavoring to satisfy my own 
judgment as to what ought to be done in this great 
emergency. 

Mr. SHERMAN. My friend from New York 
forgets that all the future indebtedness will have 
to be on interest, unless you propose to increase 
the amount of demand notes. 

Mr. HARRIS. Very well, take it in that way. 
The interest on the present $500,000,000, I as- 
sume, notwithstanding what has been said, is less 
than five per cent. I must take that, because the 
Secretary of the Treasury gives it to me as the 
fact. Then we have, say :000,000 of interest 
to pay on that. Suppose we have to borrow 
4500, ,000 more, when ht comes to be funded, 
at six per cent.: what would that make? Thirty 
millions more, or $55,000,000 altogether tor in- 
terest. 

Now, I cannot, in any way that I have been 
able to view the subject, make it out that we need 
for the purposes of the Government more than 
fifty or sixty millions of revenue, for I assume 
that it is not the design of anybody—certainly if 
is, | do not agree with it—that we should under- 
take now to do more than to pay the current ex- 
pensee of the Government, to pay the interest on 
our debt, and create a very sinking fund. 
ro man, I apprereess will ply ciesgries: = —_ 

may say, as to undertake to a 
this eny part of the principal of the debt created 
by this war. I asa. sot Sie it; ot ey rate. 

Sir, the people that I represent a tax 
bill; I go with all my heart for a tax bill; but let 
that people be satisfied that they are taxed under 





rer =~ -« oa Gh =e ~« 


~~. 








1862. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


2447 





the present pressure of the times, the present de- 
rangement of business, the present failures among 
our merchants, the present fnability of the manu- 
facturers in many instances to sustain themselves; 
let them understand that they are taxed more than 
is necessary for the purposes of the Government, 
and that Government will become odious in their 
eyes, and no party can sustain itself at the com- 
ing elections if the people are made to believe that 
they are taxed beyond what is necessary. I have 
taken the pains to inquire from the chairman of 
this committee as to the amount he expects to real- 
ize from this tax bill, and he tells me $110,000,000. 
That is too much. We do not need it, and the 
people of this country will see and feel that we do 
not need it. Now, | am for voting every dollar 
that is necessary, and nota dollar beyond that. 
We ought to look this thing in the face; see to 
what we are tending, Ifthe chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee willsatisfy me that $110,000,000 
are needed, I will go for it; but I will not go for 
any tax beyond what is necessary. . 

ir, this bill is going to operate oppressively on 
the people I represent, more so than Senators are 
apt to think; a great many men are going to be 
thrown out of business through the operation of 
this bill, if it passes in the shape in which it is now. 

Mr, FESSENDEN. Before the Senator sits 
down, I want to ask two or three questions. 

Mr. HARRIS. Certainly; I want to get at 
this thing. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator talks about 
the ordinary expenses of the Government being 
$65,000,000. Does that embrace the expense of 
the Army and Navy? 

Mr. HARRIS. It has included the regular 
Army heretofore. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The regular Army before 
was about seventeen thousand men; the Navy 
comparatively nothing. Does the Senator sup- 
pose that when this war is through, we are to re- 
turn to that condition? We have already author- 
ized astanding Army of forty-two thousand men, 
or thereabouts, and nobody supposes we can get 
along with less than fifty thousand men for some 
years to come; and does the Senator suppose we 
are going to abandon our Navy? For the ordinary 
expenses of the Government, when it getsthrough 
with this war, if we end it to-morrow, he may as 
well add $50,000,000 to what he states as the or- 
diary expenses. He talks about going back to 
the old time. Nobody supposes we can do it. 

Let me give him another itém of expenditure. 
We pay all our soldiers by law, regular and vol- 
unteer, $100 apiece bounty. The estimate now 
that comes before us from the War Department 
is predicated upon seven hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men—seven hundred thousand in one item, 
and fifty thousand in another. I do not think it 
will fall much short of that. Then, there are 
$75,000,000 for bounties alone. And what do you 
suppose our pension list will be When this war is 
over? How many millions will be needed to meet 
this additional charge? I merely give the Senator 
these items, that he may consider them in his esti- 
mates. 

Mr. HARRIS, [have never doubted that when 
this war closes, the expenses of this Government 
will be much greater than they were before the 
war began; but, sir, I cannot see what that has to 
do with the argument of this question. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator is predi- 
cating his argument, as to the amount necessary 
to be raised by taxation, on an estimate putting 
the ordinary expenses of the Government at 
$65,000,000 a year. His argument is that we are 
raising too much, I am showing what he has not 
included in the sum. 

Mr. HARRIS. I donot suppose that the Sen- 
ator from Maine proposes in this bill to establish 
a system which is to be applicable to the state of 
things that will exist after the war closes. I, for 
one, certainly am not willing to go into that mat- 
ter now. It will be time enough at the next ses- 
sion of Congress to provide for all that. I only 
want now to provide for present exigencies, that 
the Government shall not be embarrassed for the 
want of means; and if any Senator wants to go 
beyond that, he cannot have my vote. I will not 
vote anything that shall tend to the oppression of 
my State in reference to what may be the future 
exigencies of the Government. 

r. FESSENDEN. Let me remark tothe Sen- 
ator that he is going on an entirely erroneous idea, 
This bill is predicated on the notion of what we 











have to meet. The Secretary of the Treasury has 
predicated his report on the idea that, to meet the 
extraordinary expenses of the Government, we 
must borrow, and that we must lay a tax to meet 
the ordinary expenses of the Government, and 
what they will be after the war closes, 

Mr. HARRIS. Still, sir, I cannot see. I will 
not press this matter further now, although I may 
take occasion to say something more about it be- 
fore the bill is disposed of. I have accomplished 
my object. | have opened a subject that has borne 
on my mind during this discussion. I cannot see 
that it is.necesSary now to raise anything like the 
amount calculated by this bill—g110,000,000. I 
do not be it is necessary. I believe that 
$50,000,000is all that we ought to vote now to raise 
by a tax on the people of this country; and I be- 
lieve with $50,000,000 from internal taxes for the 
present year we can getalong. It isall the Govern- 
ment will require this year. That is my convic- 
tion. If it be necessary atthe next session to vote 
more, to increase taxation, I will go for it; I will 
vote to tax the people to the utmost extent of their 
ability; I will vote to tax them to the extent of 
the entire property of the country. For myself, 
I will surrender my last coat to save my country, 
and I have no doubt the people of the country 
generally are as loyal = patriotic asTam. | 
will vote for anything that is necessary; but I do 
not want to increase the embarrassment of the 
people of the country—and it is unwise to insist 
upon it—beyond what is absolutely required. 
The chairman of the committee does not want to 
raise money to pay the principal of this debt. All 
we want now is to pay the interest and the cur- | 
rent expenses of Government. Why, then, shall | 
we raise $200,000,000, and raise it by this severe | 
operation under this bill? I shall have occasion, 
as the discussion of this bill proceeds, to refer no || 
doubt to several particulars in which it is going 
to operate with tolerable severity upon individuals || 
in particular cases. I will notdo so now. Itseems || 
to me that this bill contemplates an amount of || 
taxation which is entirely uncalled for and unrea- | 
sonable. 

Mr.HALE. Mr. President, 1 do not propose to | 


occupy the floor but a moment. I want simply to | 














say to the Senator from New York, that I fall ex- || 
actly in that category which he denominates mad- || 
men. Iam not willing to consentto goon running || 


in debt, as we are, to the amount of $1,000,000 a || 
day at least—nobody puts it lower than that— | 
and then not tax the people any more than is | 
necessary simply to pay the interest. That is a | 
theory which runs us in debt for our daily bread || 
every day. Itis said that while these extraordi- | 
nary expenses are going on, we are to make no | 
sort of provision for them by way of taxation. | 
I dissent from that entirely. I think it is the 
bounden duty of this Legislature to provide not 
only for the current civil expenses and for the in- 
terest on the public debt but to appropriate some- | 
thing, though it be but a little, to meet the prin- 
cipal of the debt. I think we should not be for | 
putting the whole burden off, constantly increas- | 
ing the debt, and making no provision for it; and | 
therefore I hope that the tax biil will be so grad- | 
uated, so prepared, and so passed into a law that | 
it will look not only to the payment of the inter- | 
est of the public debt and to the payment of the 
current civil expenses of the Government, but to | 
a gradual reduction of the public debt, and that 
we should begin now—not wait another day. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I desire to ask the Sen- 
ator from New York if he did not vote at an early 
day in this session, deliberately vote, that we | 
would raise a tax of $150,000,000 from all sources. 
I did, and I believe the Senator from New York 
did. I think there was not a single dissenting 
voice. What was the resultof that vote? Onthe 
very day that that solemn pledge was given to the 
country and the world that we would impose a 
tax of $150,000,000 from all sources, the six per 
cent. bonds of the United States stood at ninety 
cents cu the dollar in the city of New York. 
What has been the effect of the pledge given by 
the Congress of the United States in the monetar 
circles of the world? To-day, under an expend- || 
iture of more than a million of dollars a day—for || 
when you settle your claims and your balances, 
you will find that you have not touched bottom | 
with $1,000,000 a a nor come near the bottom 
—I say, under this simple pledge in advance of 
what you would do, your bonds have gone up 
from ninety to above par, and are now sought for 
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not only at home, but abroad, Now, you pro- 
pose to violate that solemn pledge given to your 
country and to the world, and what will be the 
effect on your securities? Let Congress violate 
that pledge, and you will see your bonds to-mor- 
row not only not worth one hundred and four and 
a half, but you will see them below eighty-five if 
you impose a tax of but $50,000,000. 

Sir, what would be the result of this skin-dint 
policy? To-day your coin is going abroad by 
thousands and hundreds of eoeatate of dollars. 
The world abroad does not believe your simple 
asseveration that you would impose a tax, but 
the people of this Union do, and consequently 
they themselves have carried your bonds from 
ninety to one hundred and four and a half, but the 
world does not take them. Impose your tax, carry 
out your solemn pledge, and you will see your 
bonds eagerly sought for in the moneyed centers 
of the world. Instead of your gold going abroad 
at the rate of a million or a million and a half a 
week, two weeks after you have imposed that tax 
you will see your bonds going out at the rate of 
ten and twenty, and one hundred millions, and 
gold coming in. Your Treasury will be replen- 
ished from abroad. 

I hope we shall not only carry out this pledge 
which we have given; but I care not if we exceed 
it. How much we exceed the simple interest of 
the debt, and how much we exceed the daily ex- 
penditures, I do not care. The Senator said the 


interest on $500,000,000 at five per cent. was 


$25,000,000. Wiil he tell me how much money 
we have borrowed at five percent? Ican tell him 
that we have borrowed just $40,000,000, and neo 
more at that rate; and on the most of the balance 
we are paying seven and three tenths; and seven 


|| and three tenths per cent. on $500,000,000 is some- 


thing more than $25,000,000; I believe, instead of 


| $25,000,000, it is $35,000,000. Thank God, under 


the pledge you have given tu the country and to 


|| the world that you will raise $150,000,000, you 


are now able to borrow money at six per cent., 
instead of seven and three tenths, and you are 
to-day reaping the reward of your pledge of good 
faith; and now are you going to violate it? I trust 
not, and I do not believe you will. 

Mr. HARRIS. The devsiti from Michigan 
has wrought himself into a state of some excite- 
ment with reference to a theory that he has made 
me to propose here. I am quite aware of the 
pledge this Government gave to raise $150,000 ,000, 
and | am not disposed to violote it. I will vote 


| for a tax in some shape or other form that shall 


redeem that pledge. I did say that a debt, as I 
understand it, of $1,000,000,000, would require 
but about $50,000,000 to pay the interest on it. I 
did not say that I did not want to raise more than 
$50,000,000. WhatI said was that the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance had informed me 
that the estimate was that this bill,in the shape in 
which it is now, would produce a revenue of 


|| $110,000,000, and I thought that was too much. I 


think so now. The $150,000,000 pledge does not 
require so much as that, by any manner of means. 
The Senator from Michigan, therefore, need not 
have worked himself up to so much excitement 
to demolish a theory which he assumed that I had 
put forth here that we were to violate that pledge. 
{ am as much in favor of keeping pledges as the 
Senator from Michigan, and when he finds me 


| voting to violate a pledge he may call me to ac- 


count for it. 

Mr. CHANDLER, I beg the Senator’s par- 
don. I thought he stated that $50,000,000 was 
enough to raise. 

Mr. HARRIS, Fifty millions is enough to 
pay interest on the debt to accrue this year. 

r. CHANDLER. I understood the Senator 
to say that a tax of $50,000,000 was quite suffi- 
cient. 

Mr. McDOUGALL addressed the Senate upon 
the general subject, and in explanation of the 
suystitute presented by him. [His speech will be 
published in the Appendix.) 

Mr. SHERMAN rose, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I am not going to pro- 

ress any furthernow. Iam somewhat fatigued. 

hen the gentleman from Ohio gets through 
with talking about corn—he is crying corn, corn, 
corn—I shall have something to say upon that 


| subject, but I believe I will allow him to exhaust 


himself on that subject. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator will give 
way, I will move to adjourn. 
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On that I shall call for the | 
veaos and nays. { do not see the chairman ofthe 
Committee on Finance in his seat. 

Mr. HARLAN. Mr. President 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 
have an executive session for a short time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 will withdraw the mo- 
tion for that purpose. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Ifthe honorable Senator 
from Massachusetts will allow me, I desire to 
call the attention of the Senate to a bill which 
mssed— 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
lowa was recognized by the Chair. 

Mr. HARLAN. There is abill here from the | 
House of Representatives proposing an exten- 
sion of time for the canstruction of a railroad in 
the State of Missouri that should be acted on 
immediately, There will be no opposition to it, | 
and f ask the unanimous consent ofthe Senate | 
to consider it now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. How long will it take? 

Mr. HARLAN. About two minutes, | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the bill before the Senate will be laid aside | 
informally for that purpose. The Chair hears no | 
objection, 

RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to consider the bill (H.R. No. 281) | 
supplemental to ‘‘ an act granting the right of way 
to the State of Missouri, and a portion of the pub- 
lic lands, to aid in the construction of certain rail- 
roads in said State.’’ It extends the time granted 
under the act to which it is supplemental for the | 
completion of the road therein described, from the | 
city of St. Louis to such point on the western | 
boundary of the State as may be designated by | 
the authorities of the State, as wellas the reversion | 
to the United States of the lands thereby granted 
to the State of Missouri for the use of the road, | 
for ten years from the 10th day of June, 1862; but 
in case the company fail to complete the road | 
within the time as thus extended, the land is then | 
to revert to the United States. 

Mr. HARLAN. The Committee on Public 
Lands have informally authorized me to propose 
a verbal amendment to the body of the bill, and 
also to the tite, to make it accurate. I propose, 
in the fifth line, before the word * reversion,’’ to 
insert the words ‘ time of.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 
and the amendment was concurred in, and ordered 
to be engrossed, and read a third time. It was 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. HARLAN, the title was | 
amended, so-as to read, ** A bill supplemental to | 
an act granting the right of way to the State of | 











Missouri, and a portion, of the public lands, to aid || 


in the construction of certain railroads in said 
State, approved June 10, 1852.” 


TUF TAX BILL. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, | 
resumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
312) to provide internal revenue to support the 
Government and pay interest on the public debt. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question be- 
fore the Senate is on agreeing to the amendment 
submitted by the Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia gave way to me to make a motion to ad- 
journ, and I gave way to the Senatecr from Mas- 
sachusetts for an executive sessior. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Has the Senator from Cali- 
fornia got through? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Oh, no. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Illinois withdrew his motion to adjourn. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I make the motion 
now. | 

Mr. FESSENDEN. On that motion I ask for | 
the yeas and nays. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I did not yield the floor. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I understood the Senator 
to give way. 

Mr. CLARK. The Senator said he would give 
way to the Senator from Ohio to talk about corn, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Well, I do not care about 
-. ening I was a little crowded, and perhaps 

yielded. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senatorfrom 
Illinois moves to adjourn, and on that motion the 
yeas and nays are requested. : 





The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 8, nays 28; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Browning, Harris, King, Sauisbury, 


|| Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilmot—8. 


I want to | vis, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, 


NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Cowan, Da- 


| Hale, Harlan, Howard, Howe, Lane of Indiana, Lane of 


Kansas, Latham, McDougall, Morrill, Nesmith, Powell, 
Sherman, Simmons, Ten Eyck, Willey, Wilson of Massa- 


| chusetts, and Wright—28. 


So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 


| agreeing to the amendment proposed by the Sen- 





ator fram Rhode Island. 

Mr. SUMNER. lI ask for the yeas and nays 
on that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordere@iy® 

Mr. k 


what the amendment is. 


The Secretary read the amendment; in line six 
of section forty-two, page 44, to strike out the 
words ‘* the duty of twenty cents,’’ and to insert 
** duty of twenty-five cents unul the Ist of Jan- 


tary, 1863, and thereafter a duty of thirty-five 


cents per gallon.”’ 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 15, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Dixon, Foot, 
Grimes, Harlan, Harris, Howard, Howe, Lane of Kansas, 
McDougall, Simmons, Sumner, Wilmot, and Wilson of 
Massachusetts—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Browning, Clark, Cowan, Davis, Doo- 
lite, Fessenden, Foster, aie, King, Lane of Indiana, La- 
thain, Morrill, Nesmith, Powell, Saulsbury, Sherman, Ten 
Eyck, Trumbull, Wade, Willey, and Wright—2l. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BROWNING. I propose to amend the 
bill by inserting at the end of the forty-fourth sec- 
tion, in brackets, page 48, the following as a new 
section: 

And be it further enacted, That the collector of any dis- 
trict may grant a permit to the owner or owners of any dis- 


| tillery within ‘his district to send or ship any spirits, the 


product of said distillery, to any place without said district 
and within the United States; and in such case the bill of 
lading or receipt (which shall be in such form asthe Com- 
missioner of Internal Revenue may direct) of the same shall 


be taken in the name of the collector of the district in which | 


the distillery is situate, and the spirits aforesaid shall be 
consigned, in such bill of lading Or receipt, to the collector 
of the district in whieh the place is situate whither the 
spirits is sent orshipped ; and upon the arrival of the spirits, 
and upon the demand of the collector aforesaid, the agent 
of the distillery (and the name of the agent, for the conven- 
ience of the collector, shall always appear in the bill of 
lading or receipt) shall pay the duties upon the said spirits, 
with the expense of freight, and every other expense which 
has accrued thereupon ; the number of gallons and the proof 
of the spirits aforesaid-to be determined, upon the arrival 
thereof, by an inspector appointed or approved by the col- 
lector, and at the charge and expense of the owner or agent ; 
and the said collector, upon the payment of the duties afore- 
said shall deliver the bill of lading or receipt and the spirits 
to the agent of the said distillery ; and if the duties are not 
paid as aforesaid, then the said spirits shall be stored at the 


| risk of the owner or agent thereof, who shall pay an addi- 


tion of ten per cent. thereupon; and all the general provis- 
ions of this act, in reference to liens, penalties, and for- 
feitures, as also in reference to the collection, shall apply 
thereto, and be enforced by the collector of the district in 
which the spirits may be: Provided, That no permit shall 
be granted under this section for a quantity less than fiity 
barrels: 4nd provided further, ‘That the Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, under the direction of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, may make such further regulations as he may 


| deem proper in order to protect the revenue, and to carry 
| Out the spirit and intent of this section. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. That matter has been 
under consideration by the Committee on Finance, 
and we have adopted a different system. This 
applies to spiritaoas liquors. There are other mat- 
ters to which it should apply also. I do not see 
why it should not apply to ale, beer, and other 
articles of that description; and particularly to the 
refined petroleum, which comes under the same 
regulation: i have drawn an amendment to that 
effect, and also to meet certain other difficulties in 
the bill with regard to exportation. If the Sena- 
tor will withdraw this amendment for the present 
and let others be considered, I will offer it in the 
proper place, and if he does not like it, he can 
move this as a substitute. 

Mr. BROWNING. Thave no objection, cer- 
tainly, to take any course that will be for the con- 
venience of the chairman of the committee, and 
which, it may be supposed, will fend to facilitate 
the business of the Senate. ‘Phe amendment is one 
deemed very important by that class of manufac- 
turers in the West. They are anxious to have it 
presented and considered by the Senate. Its pro- 
visions seem to me to ay ee and proper 
and raph cn Beg! ty gpow of whatis now stated 
by the chairman o Committee on Fi 1 
thought it advisable to offer it at this time. I will, 


NTHONY. Senators do not understand | 
I hope it will be read. | 
Mr. SHERMAN. I should like to have it read. | 


| mittee on Finance. 
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however, upon his suggestion, withdraw it for the 
time being, if it be an accommodation and conven- 
ience to him, reserving to myself the right to re- 
new the proposition if necessary. 

Mr. HOWE. I do not object at all to that 
arrangement. I have examined the amendment 
proposed by the Senator from Illinois with a little 
care, and I suppose I understand the amendment 
which is proposed by the chairman of the Com- 
I am very much of the opin- 
ion that the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Illinois is very proper and very necessary, 
and will be, even if the amendment offered by the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance should be 
adopted. It is true, if the amendment offered b 
the Senator from Illinois should be adopted, it will 
require some modification of the amendment, as I 
understand it, which is to be proposed by the chair- 
man of the committee. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. We do not want both 
systems. The system that we agreed upon, or 
which I supposed we agreed upon, is a system 
of giving bond for payment of duties, and you 
will not want both. 

Mr. HOWE. I shall want this very much in 
reference to this particular subject, independent 
of that. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then, if the Senate adopt 
this, the other will be unnecessary; that is all. 

Mr. HOWE. It would be necessary in refer- 
oo to the other subjects, but not in reference to 
this. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not suppose it is 
necessary to apply one regulation to one matter 
and another to another. 

Mr. HOWE. The principle of this might, 
perhaps, be extended so as to cover all subjects; 
but this is a business by itself, and it differs very 
essentially in many respects from the manufac- 
ture of petroleum oil, or from any other manufac- 
ture. Unless an amendment like this suggested 
by the Senator from Illinois is adopted, you im- 
pose a burden upon this particular manufacture 
which it was not the intention of the committee 
and not the intention of the Senate to impose. I 
should be sorry to have this amendment either 
permanently withdrawn or to have it rejected. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. _I really do not know 
where to find myself. This amendment is, Pbe- 
lieve, substantially the one that was drawn by 
the Senator from Wisconsin himself originally. 
It is substantially the same. I[n the committee 
I thought from what passed that he agreed to 
waive that and to adopt the other system. I of- 
fered him distinctly to take either, and I did not 
know but that his was the best. It may be the 
best. I only want to know wherelam. I do 
not want to be exposed to offering from the com- 
mittee a particular plan which I supposed to be 
agreed upon, and then have it opposed by mem- 
bers of the committee. 1 should have been will- 
ing to consider and examine this one if the Sen- 
ator had insisted upon it, but | understood him to 
waive it distinctly and to prefer the other mode. 

Mr. HOWE. The chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Finance is mistaken in supposing that this 
is substantially the plan which was drawn by my- 
self. It was drawn without any consultation with 
me. That is not exactly correct, for I have rea- 
son to believe that the gentleman who drew this 
amendment had conversed with me; but it varies 
very materially and widely from the proposition 
which f{ intended, and I think did, suggest to the 
Committee on Finance. I cannot say that some 
ideas in this amendment were not suggested by a 
conversation with myself; but it is not my prop- 
osition, and it is one that I had no authority, no 
power to waive, whatever. I did, as the chair- 
man has said, withdraw my own proposition, an 
amendment which I had drawn m at consid- 
erable length and with éoneidatihts’ care, out of 
deference to the opinions of the chairman of the 
committee; but this distinctive amendment I cer- 
tainly did not withdraw, because at the time I did 
not know it was in existence. It has been pre- 
pared and submitted——_ . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
suggest that there is no amendment pending be- 
fore the Senate. — 

Mr. HOWE. Ifit is withdrawn, of course I 


have 
Ie is withdrawn tempo- 





Me. BROWNING. 
rarily. rs Oe a 
. SHERMAN. I will now submit an amend- 
ment that I indicated at an early stage of the dis- 
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